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PUBLIC MEALTH MOSPITA .. 


COMING SOON Ten private cottages like this will built for patients here 1959. They will replace the 


cottages built patients themselves over the years and which stirred much controversy recent years. The new, 


ultramodern cottages are outgrowth that controversy. (See “Where From Here” pages and 3.) 
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Hansen’s disease was not known Biblical times and has not the slightest resemblance Zaraath. The 
notion that Hansen’s disease has semantic basis only, the word leprosy has been used for many different 
diseases the course time. Even superficial reading the thirteenth chapter Leviticus sufficient convince 
any physician that the six seven conditions which are defined under the Hebrew word zaraath had nothing com- 
mon with what called leprosy today. 

These statements are supported authoritative proof contained scientific treatises (Drs. Cochrane, Lendrum, 
MacArthur and Tas). Reprints are available from THE STAR. 

International medical experts agree that any scheme for the control “leprosy” will depend for its success ed- 
ucated public opinion. 

not apparent that the disease call leprosy anywhere specifically referred the Bible. tragic that 
words lepra and leprosy should ever have been attached the disease now know those names, for with the names 
have gone all the Biblical misconceptions contagiousness and fear that harass victims the disease today. (Modern 
Concepts Leprosy Harry Arnold, Jr., M.D., Charles Thomas, publisher.) 

Since Biblical associations with the disease are major factor the today, change 
would contribute saner public viewpoint. immediate step accomplishing the disassociation would discon- 
tinue medical application the Old Testament name and identify the Hansen infection scientifically 
accurate and descriptive name, name which would enable the general public better understand the nature the 


disease and the medical advances which have been made treating it. 


The medical world considers Hansen’s disease “mildly 
communicable,” but susceptibility much greater infants 
and young children, and decreases with age. also proba- 
ble that many cases the susceptibility familial, but 
not hereditary disease. Hansen’s disease rarely acquired 
the marital relationship. continental United States, 
endemic foci are limited certain areas Louisiana, Texas 
and Florida; California considered “slightly Out- 
side these States, Hansen’s disease rarely communi- 
cated contacts that from health standpoint 
might considered practically non-communicable dis- 
ease. This statement supported Dr. G.W. McCoy and 
other medical men with long experience the field. 


Facts, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick), furnish indub- 
itable proof that Hansen’s disease the least communicable 
all communicable diseases. 


The hospital Carville was founded years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very sim- 
ple precautions, not comparable with those they would take 
dealing with diptheria, typhoid and other 

Despite the fact that among the many hospitals and settle- 
ments for Hansen’s disease scattered throughout the world, 
thousands well workers, religious and lay, have been 
daily association with the patients, the incidence infection 
very small. some these cases reasonable doubt exists 
whether not the individual acquired the infection 
the institution. This especially true when the 
son native section the country where the disease 
occurs frequently when the disease known have ex- 
isted the family. During its years existence, hundreds 
persons from neighboring communities have been em- 
ployed the Carville hospital plumbers, painters, cafe- 
teria help, clerical workers, laboratory technicians, orderlies, 
etc. With but one possible exception native endemic 
area not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic States the 
Union, and one would expect more cases develop sheer 
coincidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such 
record? 


the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, good father never took any precau- 
tions against infection but lived continuously 
gienic conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, 
worked daily intimate contact with patients for more than 
years without contracting the disease, 


Hansen’s disease not included the list reportable 
diseases New York (exclusive New York City) and 
Vermont, and patients those States are subjected re- 
strictions. New York City, patients are permitted 
about their usual activities but may not food handlers, 
nor take care children and the sick. 

* * * * * * * * * 

Eleven States (Alabama, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, 
Minnesota, New Hampshire, New Jersey, North Dakota, 
Pennsylvania, South Dakota and West Virginia) have re- 
quirements except reporting. General regulations for control 
communicable diseases, however, invoked. Massa- 
chusetts, Michigan and North Dakota specifically have “no 
restrictions” regards isolation patients, 

* * * * * * * * * 

1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, an- 
nounced his discovery the germ generally accepted the 
causative agent HD. appearance and size closely re- 
sembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the tubercle ba- 
cillus. single organisms impossible for the laboratory 
distinguish between the two germs. 

The specific relationship Hansen’s bacillus the disease 
rests circumstantial evidence only, without the support 
direct experiment. Hundreds attempts have been made 
grow the bacillus artificial media but, unlike the germ, 
not one has succeeded, and all attempted inoculations ani- 
mals have been unsuccessful the same extent. scientist 
more than 145 recorded cases has been able infect 


self other human volunteers attempted inoculation 
the germ. 
* * * * * * * * * 


The mode transmission the Hansen bacillus from one 
human being another not known, and many 
the best their knowledge, report they had contact with 
the disease. (Dr. Doull and his associates Cebu, Philip- 
pines, did not obtained any history contact per cent 
cases. Other investigators have had the same experience 
countries.) 

The mode transmission one the big problems yet 
solved Hansen’s disease. This and other unknowns 
are the subject intensive research. 

* * * * * * * * * 

The sulfone drugs, introduced Carville 1941, continue 
the most effective chemotherapeutic weapons agains: 
Hansen’s They are “the treatment choice” the 
world over. They are slow action, but they can arrest the 
disease, and many patients have regained their health through 
sulfone medication and returned their homes 
With modern treatment the disease need not result dis- 
figurement crippling. (Early diagnosis and prompt treat- 
ment the heart the problem.) 
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Where From Here? 


There was never such flurry 
staff activity here that which took 
place one Friday last August. The vari- 
ous Branch and Section heads were no- 
tified the afternoon prepare 
written survey their needs, terms 
space and equipment, for the next 
five years. Lights burned far into the 
night. The survey was the 
desk the Medical Officer Charge 
the next morning, and ten copies, please. 

Civil Service employees this hos- 
pital work 5-day week but 
Saturday morning the Branch and Sec- 
tion heads were very much the job. 
“We were grounded,” one man put it. 
addition the written surveys, hand- 
that morning, each Branch and 
Section head was required give 
oral report which was taped. Repre- 
sentatives the General Services Ad- 
ministration, Dallas office, and Carville 
hospital officials met. was busy day. 

All this activity was concerned with 
“Feasibility Survey” six Public 
Health Service hospitals New York, 
Kentucky, Texas, California and two 
PHS hospitals Louisiana New Or- 
leans and Carville. The PHS Wash- 
ington announced that the surveys were 
intended plan modernization the 
hospitals which would raise the stand- 
ard the hospitals meet current and 
projected needs. 

Carville’s MOC, Dr. Johnwick, spoke 
the feasibility survey “program 
“The main purpose coordinate 
the objectives the hospital with the 
present program, staff, 
and organize the space available 
the hospital that the objectives can 
best fulfilled. All realize that 
some help will required 
sional hospital architects 
set our house order. Personally, 
think this very sensible move and 
very worthwhile investment effort, 
time, and money.” 

The feasibility survey Carville was 
made the New Orleans firm Curtis 
and Davis, Hospital Architects, The fee 
was $28,875. The survey now com- 
and two inches thick, and weighs 
pounds. contains complete survey 
the existing physical plant, including 
grounds and utilities. There narra- 
tive report, also architect’s drawings 
alterations and additions 
various buildings, and 
tive drawings interiors. 

Francis Ellis, Administrative Officer, 
said “has resulted many recom- 
plant. These changes are phased 
out over ten year period 
setting organized approach 
the needs the hospital, which the in- 
exorable march time 


sary, should very helpful. 
other hand they are not consid- 
ered final. required the changing 
needs our program, the survey will 
amended additions subtrac- 
tions make more realistic and re- 

Mr. Ellis has THE STAR have 
series drawings from the feasibility 
survey which show this hospital, en- 
visioned the architects, the years 
come. From these drawings shall 
attempt give our readers some idea 
plans for the future. 

The over-all plan calls for new din- 
ing hall new location, the existing 
building removed: the Quonset 
huts now used for club meetings, storage 
room, etc., will go. Many changes are 
recommended for the 
ing. the downstairs floor the phar- 
macy will moved new location 
and greatly enlarged, will the X-ray 
department next it. There will 
reception room near the main entrance, 
taking that space which now oc- 
cupied the pharmacy. 
come out, departments such the den- 
tal clinic, medical records others, 
will shifted other locations the 
floor where they are now. The 
room where the men’s clinic now 
marked “training room.” 
floor also include 
office and large supply room, chief 
doctor’s office, chief nurse’s office and 
secretarial office. 

There will three instead the 
present two stairways the upper 
floor which also for considerable 
re-doing. One stairway will lead direct- 
the research laboratory and the 
lab will almost doubled 
There are offices for six doctors shown 
the floor plan. Two operating rooms 
“dead-end” area will replace the 


one now the lower floor. 


diet kitchen will evidently serve both 
floors. 

The empty area between the Infirm- 
ary and House 15, where THE STAR 
plant located, will connected 
building which will house the 
and Physical Therapy De- 
partments. House will extended 
even with the front the Infirmary 
and joined it, serving 
This will add number extra bed- 
rooms for patients who require special 
care. 

THE STAR slated moved 
dormitory building near the recrea- 
tion hall. The building will remod- 
elevator will installed. The medical 
library will moved the other side 
the Infirmary. 

There are now separate laundries for 
patients and personnel. The survey re- 
commends that the laundries consoli- 
dated one and dry-cleaning plant 


added. The building now used for 
the laundry marked, 
“Health Building.” The 
feasibility survey contemplates num- 
ber other changes, some minor. 


Fell the Wayside 


With all the pians for new buildings 
and for the renovation present 
ings, both the hospital and 
the station, (site Administration 
and personnei quarters) there 
one omission that was 
its absence—no guest house for rela- 
tives and friends This lack 
has been felt through the years and ap. 
parently nothing will done it, 
least, the feasibility survey shows 
plans that direction. The building 
the station once mentioned pos- 
sible guest house almost dou- 
bled size and marked “Trainee 
Dormitory Our Medical 
Officer Charge, Dr. Johnwick, once 
referred the need for guest 
for patients’ relatives “serious prob- 
lem.” During the hospital’s 
istence there have been guest quart- 
ers for the relatives and friends pa- 
tients who visit them, many whom 
travel long distances. They must live 
miles away, and there public 
transportation direct the 
vailable back and forth from Baton 
Rouge daily, miles away. 


Birds Hand 


Whether not the construction and 
reconstruction proposed the feasibili- 
survey will ever done, total 
part, and when, depends num- 
ber factors, chiefly Congressional 
propriations, short, money. 

much for birds the hand. 

this moment, several plump birds 
1epose comfortably the gentle grasp 
Carville. Among them project 
under which ten new patient cottages 
will constructed (see cover). An- 
other the conversion one 
into twelve apartments for married cou- 
ples. Still another the putting 
private baths into two floors one 
dormitory, twelve rooms each floor. 
The last bird goes the station and 
takes the form ten new staff quarters 
and remodeling the administration 
building well renovation some 
quarters. 

The new patient cottages 
place the patient-owned cottages which 
raised the roof during the Carville cri- 
sis 1956 and were later purchased 
the Federal Government. The old ones 
will torn down, but not until the 
new ones are ready for occupancy. Usu- 
ally reliable sources here, have said that 
the new cottages will ready for their 
occupants sometime September. 


January-February 
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Where From Here? 
from page 


MARRIED 
APARTMENTS 


SINGLE ROOM 
PRIVATE BATH 


Design for Bodman Mur- 
rell Smith, Baton Rouge. 


(The cottages, incidently, will as- 
signed couples, all whom met and 
married here after both were admitted 
the hospital.) 

located the same general 
vicinity the present cottages, the new 
ones will chock full modern con- 
veniences for the housekeeper. Head- 
ing the list “built-ins” will dish- 
washers and garbage disposal units. Cost 
the ten cottages $110,000. 

The new quarters the station are 
part the same project. 
These new quarters will replace 
old “temporary” buildings which, 
like the man who came dinner, have 
stayed too darn long. The quarters 
replaced were moved here from the 
old Kelly Field San Antonio, Texas, 
and were condemned 1921. The new 
houses will cost total approximate- 
$220,000. 

These two steps constitute one pack- 
age, previously said, and are already 
hand. Congressional appropriation 
$330,000 for new construction here 
providing the wherewithal. Actual con- 
struction right hand since bids will 
tract awarded. Ground breaking should 
begin shortly thereafter. 

How these two undertakings came 
about strange and wondrous story. 
The catalyst which brought about the 
necessary actions and reactions was the 
much belabored patient cottages. The 
hospital administration, and some 
Washington Brass, demolish the cot- 
tages and move the patients into apart- 
ments (with cooking other facili- 
ties) led first visit the summer 
1956 Rep. Otto Passman Monroe. 
After being shown the cottages that 
visit, and old staff along with 
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the rest the hospital, later visit 
after Dr. Johnwick became MOC, Pass- 
man championed the cause new cot- 
and other construction here. 

Now the plot the 
gle cottages apartments, the cot 
tages emerged the victor. Yet there will 
both cottages and and 
single rooms with private baths, too. 

Just how will determined which 
patients are lucky enough get 
these rooms not clear. 
Perhaps there will drawing 
straws, but any event, move 
make new rooms available both sex- 
es, understand the upper floor will 
awarded men and the lower 
women. However, Dr. Johnwick hopes 
that eventually all dormitories will 
equipped with private baths. The 
conversion the one dormitory 

The last two projects and the remod- 
eling the station will come 
through the bounty the General Ser- 
vices Administration which 
marked $396,000 for remodeling 
ville. The contract for this work 
awarded the very near future, 
are told. 

Clearly then, the boom and clatter 
new construction and renovation will 
soon bestir the air Carville. 


Quo Vadis, Carville? 


Carville? Whither goest 
thou, Carville, indeed. The cloth 
Carville was not woven with steady 
hand; nor perforce, there now, des- 
pite all the plans immediate 
range, unmistakable steadiness 
the part the weaver’s hand. There 
are, fact, clear indications that 
the past, the weaver did not even know 
what was weaving. could not de- 
fine Carville. 

What then, Carville? Before the 
U.S. took over this hospital was oper- 
ated the State Louisiana and 
called “home”, wonderful misnomer. 
1921, after the Federal 
Government assumed control the in- 
stitution, became known the Na- 
tional Leprosarium one the U.S. 
Marine Hospitals. Today called 
U.S. Public Health Service Hospital. 
These are the things has been called 
has probably been called 
many other names, unofficially. 

late five years ago, PHS brass 
Washington and local staff joined 
discussion what Carville really 
is. One doctor suggested that there was 
some question .in the minds Wash- 
ington headquarters people the 
true nature Carville. Another doctor 
hospital, primarily, community, 
the first participant asked. hos- 
pital, suggested, the community life 
here should made correspond 
more hospital life; if, the other 


should resemble more closely com- 
munity. 


Another doctor reminded that not 
forgotten that Carville quaran- 
tine hospi‘al from public health point 
view. From another point view, 
the same worthy said, Carville not 
unlike mental hospital that there 
infirmary for the acutely ill with 
dormitories for those under medical 
supervision. that point, Carville was 
also compared the federal hospital 
for narcotic addicts Lexington, Ken- 
tucky, that there large number 
patients under minimum medi- 
cal care. 


The meeting broke the note 
‘hat Carville primarily operating 
in-patient medical care program, but 
with important community activities 
which should take into account the med- 
needs the patients, From their 
discussion, became evident that some 
the participants were not too closely 
touch with their subject. 


There little relate Carville 
mental hospital, but considering the 
things the patients have times, had 
endure the past, remarkable 
that the prescribed dress not the 
strait-jacket. for the quarantine, very 
little done here enforce the archaic 
quarantine restrictions, but they remain 
the books. They are there fact, 
not practice, and the language 
which they are couched reads more 
like penal code than that hospital 
regulations. 

community, hospital with definite 
community overtones. Clearly, 
hospital. Just clearly, communi- 
ty, for the vast majority the patients 
are ambulatory and want and need 
take part the activities that are typ- 
ical community anywhere the 
world. some work harder here 
than they did before admission. 

munity today, what tomor- 
row? There are several trends, but 
clear pattern this cloth laboriously 
being woven today. 

New construction would indicate that 
community. witness, when new 
construction completed, there will 
new quarters for married couples. 
conflict with this the fact that there 
are now only married couples among 
the patient body. The average stay to- 
day three five years and the inclin- 
ation build life here not pro- 
nounced among the new patients, 

community, how then can this 
reconciled with the fact that the ad- 
ministration permits selected patients 
leave the hospital, not after their 
case arrested, but much earlier, when 
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Motion Pictures Not Going Our Way 


When THE educational pro- 
gram takes forward step petite 
and minuet-like, but when something 
done affect the progress the pro- 
gram, seems that done seven- 
league boots. 

There are the offing several major 
motion picture productions which may 
well produce such seven-league step. 

film “The Nun’s Story,” best 
selling novel, produced and directed 
Fred Zinneman for Warner Brothers, 
expected released April. “Ben 
Hur” being filmed Rome Me- 
tro-Goldwin-Mayer, and last two 
films dealing with the life Father 
Damien are slated for production. One 
titled and the other film- 
ing John Farrow’s book “Damien 
the filmed some time next 
year. 

The net result these movies the 
educational program Hansen’s dis- 
ease and the consequent effect they will 
have the lives victims the dis- 
ease, not only the United States but 
throughout the world, matter for 
large concern, 

should that so-called leprosy 
presented just what is, the least 
communicable communicable dis- 
eases, capable prevention and cure, 
then harm done and possibly much 
good. difficult imagine, how- 
ever, how this can anticipated since 
the very nature the story, each 
instance, lends itself sensationalism 
rather than education. 

The danger enlightened public 
two quarters far movies are 
concerned. First the content the 


motion picture which, when 
viewed millions, could contribute 
end the baseless hysteria surround- 
ing this disease. The second danger 
importance and the publicity 
released the motion picture distribu- 
tors. the films themselves are very 
sermon understanding and the ad- 
vance publicity sensationalized, then 
countless people who read the movies 
but never see them have been misin- 
formed. 

Let examine each the produc- 
tions and anticipate best possible 
what about happen. 

First, Nun’s Story.” This filin 
based Kathryn Hulme’s story 
Sister Luke who enters famed nurs- 
ing order and eventually gives the 
religious life return the world 
outside the cloisters. The story takes 
Sister Luke through childhood, her en- 
trance into the Order, the Belgian 
Congo and then through the early part 
World War and her parting 
with the Order. 

THE STAR has communicated with 
Fred Zinneman who directing the pic- 
ture and tells that some shots 
taken Yalisombo will included. 
(Yalisombo Hansen’s disease colony 
miles the Congo River from Stan- 
leyville, established years ago Dr. 
Stanley Browne, Babtist medical mis- 
sionary.) Audrey Hepburn, star the 
production, and other members the 
cast were location Yalisombo and 
appear with several hundred 
tients scenes Nun’s Story.” 
This can good bad depending 
what the shots show. have, however, 
Zinneman’s assurance that “fully 
aware the responsibility attached 
the use such material the screen.” 

Zinneman’s letter reads, 


certainly not want you have 
the impression that are neglecting the 
seriousness the problem. You may rest 
assured that will not attempt sensa- 
tionalize our film, ‘The Nun’s Story,’ ex- 
ploiting the emotional espects attached 
leprosy. Our story deals primarily with re- 
ligious missionary nurses and doctors and 
the clinical angle rather the back- 
ground except for some shots which 
took Yalisombo. Dr. Stanley Browne has 
been working with the sulfone drugs since 
the late 1940’s and has been able effect 
many cures. fact, were privileged 
witness ceremony which about forty 
were dismissed healed and were allowed 
their families the outside world. 
You can well imagine how moving this 
ceremony was for all us. Dr. Browne was 
most helpful giving general under- 
standing problems and the present cures 
for the different forms Hansen’s disease.” 

But continues, 

“Unfortunately, can only con- 
trol the film itself. When comes con- 
trolling stories which appear local papers 
the United States and elsewhere, will 
powerless. Let hope there will not 
too much sensationalism those stories 
—and, necessary, will try counter- 


commendable attitude will bear fruit, 


and present indications are encourag- 
ing. Bill Rice, Assistant Publicity 
rector Warner Brothers, Burbank, 
California, has advised us, “You may 
sure, that will not sensationalize the 
‘leprosy angle’ any our exploitation 
material. the contrary, most proba- 
bly will not even mention leprosy.” 

But there defect the story it- 
self which, made part the 
picture, will doubtless contribute the 
belief that contact with 
son with so-called leprosy leads inevita- 
bly infection. Sister Luke makes peri- 
odic examinations Father Vermeuh- 
Jen who had dedicated his life the 
care some 300 so-called “lepers.” 
From the outset, Sister Luke assumed 
that without doubt Father Vermeuhlen 
will contract the disease, indeed 
does the novel. The scene which 
she discovers the germ far too dra- 
matic. From her reaction one would 
think she had encountered maiden 
devouring dragon rather than mere 
germ. 

The truly bad thing here, however, 
tion that Father Vermeuhlen certain 
contract the disease. There 
basis fact for this assumption, but 
what people have for many years be- 
lieved. This will only serve embed 
that mistaken belief even more firmly 
the public mind. 


not think have been un- 
duly alarmed the filming 
Nun’s Story” and its possible effect 
our educational program because the 
novel itself, actually part the 
story takes place so-called leprosari- 
um, The Father goes general hos- 
pital for check-up once year and 
there are only references the Father’s 
work. 

production “Ben Hur,” 
scheduled for late 1959 
early 1960, cannot but help perpetu- 
ate the old Biblical idea the disease. 
The story itself set Biblical times 
and two victims so-called leprosy are 
important characters. They are treated 
outcasts indeed they were that 
day and age, and because the name 
the same, most people will equate Bib- 
lical leprosy with the disease 
ately called that name today. 


Some steps should taken 
vent this misunderstanding 
gering with the viewers the film. 
This massive twelve million dollar 
production and doubtless will get the 
“full treatment” from the publicity de- 
partment MGM. even part 
that attention were turned setting 
the record straight so-called leprosy 
today the effect the motion picture 
would not bad. There reason 
expect this done, however, and 
the best THE STAR can attempt 
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Motion Pictures Not Going Our Way 
(cont’d from page 


prevail upon MGM not make hay 
with the word “leper.” 

There are two moves afoot film 
the life Father Damien, the celebrat- 
Catholic priest who went Molo- 
kai the Hawaiian Islands and cared 
when they were despised and neglected. 
Damien did develop the disease, but 
generally conceded today that was 
means necessary for him 
so. fact, the late Dr. O.E. Denney 
the U.S. Public Health 
this, “The good Father never took any 
precautions against infection, but lived 
surrounded his sick parishoners, un- 
der unhygienic conditions, his food pre 
pared leprosy patients, his clothes 
washed them and even 
smoked them.” 

This not effort the part 
THE STAR detract from the won- 
derful work Father Damien did. 
went Molokai when the patients were 
terrible condition. His primary 
concern was for his patients and, were 
alive today, THE STAR feels certain 
that would the last capitalize 
his case. 

Alec Guiness, the noted British actor, 
was reportedly considering making 
film the life Damien. THE STAR 
contacted Guiness and replied that 
now inclined drop the idea. 
Guiness said his letter, last May, 
since the moment announced two 
three months ago, have run into such 
conflicting opinions from various individu- 
als and bodies people who all had their 
particular axes grind that seems 


life would more peaceful drop the 
whole idea.” 


Guiness said wholly sympa- 
thy with THE desire that the 
world should taught sense about the 


words “leprosy” and 
not think that film about Damien 
biography rather than medical docu- 
mentary —is the way tackle this. film 
which pleased everybody would feeble 
thing with impact—and the last people 
would want offend any way would 
the present-day sufferers Hansen’s 
disease.” 


The most recent information. about 
Alec Guiness and film about the life 
Father Damien, came Hollywood 
Column, Dec. 1958, which reported 
that Guiness, Douglas 
and John Farrow were planning com- 
bine their talents filming Mr. Far- 
row’s book Damien the Leper. “If the 
deal goes through and seems likely 
that will, John will direct, Doug, 
will produce and Alec star and 

Farrow’s book dates back the thir- 
ties, and several plans film have 
been announced. the outset the ed- 
itor THE STAR and Sister Catherine 
Sullivan correspond- 
ence with Farrow about the book and 

Two other films the life Da- 
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mien are apparently the offing. One 
Spanish- English production entitled 

starring MacDonald Carey 
and French company has also an- 
nounced plans for pic about Father 
Damien. 

any picture about Damien can- 
not but encounter much the same 
problems with “The Nun’s Story”. 
The material itself will the idea 
the high communicability the dis- 
ease. THE STAR does not see that 
epilogue devoted progress 
treatment the disease and relating 
the same time the true facts the 
disease would harm any these pro- 
posed pictures. Such epilogue seems 
particularly appropriate for the Dami- 
films and would not lessen the dra- 
matic impact which the 
are anxious achieve. could show 
how the pioneer work Father 
has been carried on. Only through 
epilogue some similar means can such 
films anything but harm the edu- 
cational program Hansen’s disease. 

While these major productions are 
mill, smaller films are being circu- 
lated missionary groups 
funds for their work foreign coun- 
tries. are not sufficiently familiar 
with these films critical 
praise them. One such film ‘“Touch 
His Hand”, prepared for the Mis- 
sionaries Sts. Peter and Paul. 
though mentions the word 
also points out that the disease now 
story itself the victim cured and 
turns her people. This, course, 
speaks for itself. 

Still another film “The Barbed 
Wire distributed the Ameri- 
can Leprosy Missions, Inc. tells the 
story two young Koreans who defeat 
Hansen’s disease only face the equal- 
serious and discouraging battle 
gainst the social stigma the disease. 

These films, assume, are fine ef- 
forts and doubtless will 
ward public enlightenment. However, 
they are match for the harm that 
can done through the 
ductions. 

Through the years THE STAR has 
felt that film made Carville could 
more than anything set right the 
public attitude this disease, one 
time Columbia Pictures bought 
film rights Perry Burgess’ Who Walk 
Alone and proposed update the story 
set the sulfone era when cure 
possible and the story Carville. 
(The book was set Culion the 
Philippines.) This fell 
Columbia decided that message pictures 
were not money makers 
more has been done this direction 
trom Hollywood, although the company 
went far send producer and 
two script writers Carville. 

Another effort have film made 
here came 1946 after THE STAR 
received letter from influential friends 


Chicago which was suggested 
that the motion picture media 
well suited telling the true story 
Hansen’s disease. Through 
friends there was reasonable assurance 
financial backing and the then MOC 
agreed the project the majority 
patients here had objection ap- 
pearing. referendum was held but 
the vote was close that the MOC re- 
jected the proposal. (Opponents the 
film, including some patients, stirred 
trouble and circulated misinformative 
propaganda. 

Still later, 1951, the AMVETS 
Service Foundation 
such AMVETS, through 
its Louisiana Department, set aside 
color film production This Car- 
ville. But the project fell through after 
the U.S. Public Health Service decided 
that “representative could 
not made for that amount money, 
handing down this decision the PHS 
said would make the film itself, 
time. That was about years ago, but 
film yet. 

The proposed film, which the 
Pan American Film Co. New Orleans 
said they could make within the budget 
AMVETS and for which excellent 
script had been prepared, would have 
been good beginning and would prob- 
ably have led the production 
more comprehensive film. 

THE STAR co-operation with the 
Patients’ Federation, was instrumental 
interesting AMVETS the film 
project, and are still plugging for 
motion picture about Carville, 
small large scale. 


Dr. Cochrane’s New Textbook 
Ready 


Dr. Robert Cochrane’s new text- 
book Leprosy Theory and Practice, 
announced THE STAR (Sept.-Oct., 
1958, pg. 18) has now been released, 
according word from the publishers, 
John Wright and Sons, Ltd., Bristol. 
the U.S.A., Dr. Cochrane’s book hand- 
led the Williams and Wilkins Co., 
428 Preston St., Baltimore 
with whom orders should placed 
direct. 

Cochrane, old friend Car- 
ville and THE STAR, prolific 
writer for both professional 
readers. His latest contribution pub- 
lic enlightenment article the 
1959 issue the Rotarian, 
international magazine. this article, 
“We Can Conquer the Bri- 
tish medical authority states, 
needs more attention, needs in- 
tegrated into the mainstream mod- 
ern medicine and research. ...it 
challenge every humanity-loving per- 
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Medical Film 


The camera rolls scene the operating room this hospital shot for the film 
“Recognition Leprosy”. The film intended for professional audiences. Dr. Joseph 


Torruella shown doing biopsy. The cameraman Bob Booth. Script writer, Graham 
Heid directing. 


“Recognition Leprosy’ the title 
20-minute film, photographed 
color this hospital January 
Graham Heid and Robert Booth the 
Public Health CDC Center, 
Chamblee, Ga. 

The film, expected ready for 
distribution early summer intend- 
for audiences physicians and med- 
ical students, Its purpose will 
point out those features that must 
kept mind make the diagnosis 
early possible, aware the pos- 
sibility the disease and its earlier 
manifestations and clinical characteris- 
tics. 

John Duffy, Carville’s medical pho- 
tographer, has photographed filmstrip 
color film with separate sound track. 
This illustrates the technique mak- 


Short Made Here 
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ing skin scrapings and preparing them 
for examination. both the film and 
the filmstrip, there will suggestions 
concerning differential diagnosis and 
advice selecting the appropriate sites 
for doing the tests. 

early diagnosis and prompt 
institution treatment lie the root 
the Hansen’s, disease problem, and 
because many wrong diagnoses are 
encountered the early stages Han- 
disease, right that the first ef- 
forts visual education emanating 
from this hospital should directed 
the medical profession. The 
nition” film and the filmstrip will 
long-felt need. expected that ed- 
ucational films, illustrative the dis- 
ease, and what can done for it, 
Carville, will follow, intended for 
general public audiences. 


Health Education Program Setting Brisk Pace 


oneer. When she came here last March 
the hospital’s first official Health 
Educator, she was forced chart 
course hitherto practically unex- 
plored field. 

the light her accomplishments 
thus far, feel that she filling 
definite need within the framework 
the hospital. 

Since she has been part the Car- 
ville staff, she has initiated seminars 
for visiting doctors and nurses 
dertaken orientation program for 
hospital personnel. She 
formulating health education course 
for patients. 

look Miss Nelson’s calendar dur- 
ing January and February indicates the 


scope her activities: 

January she conducted one day 
orientation courses here for the follow- 
ing groups: Students from Touro In- 
firmary, School Nursing, New Or- 
leans; Students from Louisiana State 
University School Medicine, New 
leans, February similar courses for 
students from Tulane School Social 
Work; Dietetic students from Charity 
Hospital; Pre-Medical Society, LSU; ail 
New Orleans. 

addition her activities the 
home base, Miss Nelson has put the 
Carville story before neighboring com- 
munities direct way speaking 
cngagements before the Abbeville, La. 
Rotary Club, Jan. 28, and the Winne- 
field, Rotary Club, Feb. 18. 


New Chemist Joins 


Miss Joan Monkhouse (above) 
Shreveport, who recently joined the lab- 
oratory staff here, useful she 
ornamental, the lab will have gained 
valuable worker. 

Miss Monkhouse fresh out col- 
lege. She got her B.S. chemistry from 


Louisiana College, Pineville, 
1958. 


Medical Changes 


Dr. Kenneth Ambrose who came 
the resident medical staff this hos- 
pital January 1956 from private prac- 
tice Rockport, has resigned from 
the Public Health Service return 
private practice, this time Mon- 
mouth, Ill. Dr. and Mrs. Ambrose and 
family left for Monmouth January 17. 

interest note that when Dr. 
Ambrose re-entered the Public Health 
Service late made special 
request for duty Carville, 

During the three years Dr. Ambrose 
was the Carville staff his quiet, stu- 
dious manner inspired confidence. One 
patient said “Dr, Ambrose grew you. 
The longer you knew him the better 
you liked him,” and think the ma- 
jority the patients were sorry see 

Dr. Ambrose’s successor will Dr. 
Robert Schenck. Dr. Schenck now 
duty the PHS Indian Hospital, Red 
Lake, Minnesota expected arrive 
here late March. 


Speakers All 


The Louisiana Association 
Auxiliaries’ Second Institute held New 
Orleans, January 10, attended about 200 
wemen from throughout the state, heard 
three speakers from this hospital. The “Sto- 
Johnwick, Medical Officer Charge; Dr. 
Augustus Davison, Chief, Rehabilitation 
Branch told “The Real Story Leprosy” 
and T.H. Rickman, Jr., Chief, Special Ser- 
vices talked about “What Auxiliary 
Means the Federal Hospital and Its Pa- 
tients.” 

Mr. Rickman addressed the Morgan City, 
La. Rotary Club, January 29. 


January-February 


Attempts Healthy Worker 
Hospital Inoculate Himself Fail 


The most conclusive proof regarding 
inoculation this disease 
(Hansen’s disease) illustrated the 
case observed the Fontille’s Sanatori- 
more than ten years ago. infirm- 
assistant who had obstinate 
pretension concerning the inoculation 
leprosy, injected himself with 5-19 
some the most advanced cases; 
happened seven times. the as- 
sistant was not always able inject all 
the blood each time, because coagu- 
lation he, reluctantly, ingested the clots. 
repeated this experiment with the 
blood three patients very ad- 
vanced stage and who died afterwards. 
These patients belonged the same 
blood group our man. also inocu- 
lated the nasal mucus from the late pa- 
tients his own nostrils and rubbed 
incision performed himself 
his own left-forearm with leproma 
had extirpated from one those pa- 
tients. After the death the three late 
patients was attempting carry 
his experiments with fourth patient 
who belonged different blood group 
than his. This latter patient was 
lepromatous case falling frequently 
reactions. this time, our 
man suffered shock together with 
chills, fit dyspnea and loss con- 
sciousness. The preceding picture 
the incidental discovery his activi- 
ties which had all been performed 
night and had been therefore 
ticed, This man was submitted very 
accurate examinations; several biopsies 
were made including one epitro- 
chlear adenopathy the left arm. 
has continued under control for ten 
years and the present day there 
has been appearance any suspect- 
sign the disease inoculated. 

From short handbook leprosy 
(second installment) Felix Contreras 
Duenas, Medical Director Colonia Sani- 
tario San Francisco Barja, Fon- 
tilles, Spain. 

Note: Dr. Contreras’ handbook 
printed Spanish and English appears 
insert the Journal the Inter- 
national Catholic Center for the Assist- 
ance the Hansenians. The second in- 
stallment the handbook came with 
the Journal for July-September, 1958, 
Vol. No. The Journal the official 
quarterly publication the Center, 
Sovrano Militare Ordine Malta 
Malta, Via Condotti, Roma. 

The case reported Dr. 
disease, is, far know, the 
its kind, but nothing new. 
stated the inside front cover 
THE STAR, “No scientist 
than 145 recorded cases has been abie 
infect himself other human volun- 
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SCIENCE 


teers attempted inoculation the 
Among such scientists was Dan- 
Norway (Danielsen was Ar- 
mauer Hansen’s father-in-law) who 
inoculated himself with Hansen 
the blood patients and 
transplanting cutaneous nodular le- 
sion into his own skin, Danielsen and 
his associates repeated the 
ments many times with negative results. 
Profeta, Mouritz, Bargili, Mariani, Bur- 
gehr, among others, according the 
literature, failed provoking 
mental inoculation the human being. 
Such authoritative data this, coupled 
with the fact that the germ, has 
successfully inoculated into 
animals, casts some doubt 
the Hansen bacillus actually the caus- 
ative agent the disease. view all 
this, the generally accepted statement 
that Hansen’ disease only mildly in- 
fectious, mild statement indeed.-Ed. 


New Drug Rubbed Rubs Out 
HD— Maybe 


Etisul diethyl dithiolisophthalate 
called ETIP for short new drug 
which may cut treatment time for Han- 
sen’s disease radically, Dr. Davey 
told the VII International Congress 
Leprology Tokyo. Dr. Davey’s “Pro- 
gress Report” ETIP appears Lep- 
rosy Review, the quarterly publication 
the British Leprosy Relief 
tion (Jan. 1959). 

ETIP has side effects, can 
rubbed into the skin. Treatment time 
using the new drug can cut from 
the present two five years perhaps 
little three months. The unusual 
feature ETIP that improvement 
the bacteriological index 
improvement the clinical picture. 
the other way around 
therapy. 

“The main action ETIP appears 
concentrated the first two 
three months therapy, and during 
this time the speed with which may 
influence leprosy bacilli something 
new our experience.” Dr, Davey re- 

The drug’s disease-destroying power 
due its releasing ethyl mercaptan 
the body after rubbed into the 
skin. The only disadvantage ETIP 
its rather unpleasant odor not yet 
perfectly masked perfume, but the 
suitable inunction technique. 

Dr. Davey began trials with 
ETIP 1957 the Nigerian Leprosy 
Service Research Unit, Uquakoli, East- 
ern Nigeria. Clinical work still under 
way, but the progress report holds forth 
real promise. “The possibility may now 
entertained that suitably combined 
with DDS DPT, (the new CIBA 


drug the use which Dr. Davey 
also pioneered) may lead material 
shortening the period treatment 
now needed.” 

“In conclusion,” says Dr. Davey 
his progress report, “it not without 
significance that for the first time since 
trials ETIP began, patients are now 
coming forward their own initiative 
and asking for it.” 

gratifying, that somewhere 
the world, clinical research, such Dr. 
Davey doing, going forward, and 
commended for his initiative, 
Carville, now, has been resting 
its “sulfone and bright 
they may be, they could stand some 
garnishing. statement from the report 
the Technical Committee Thera- 
the Tokyo Congress pertinent: 
“The favourable results the present 
methods chemotherapy leprosy 
should not allowed obscure the 
great need for newer chemotherapeutic 
agents acting with greater speed and 
handicap research direct- 
towards the establishment more 
treatment.” 


Develop BCG Spray 


new form tuberculosis vaccine 
may the future sprayed entire 
rooms full people and produce the 
same amount immunity thousands 
times the amount injected vaccine. 

The vaccine, known BCG and used 
extensively its injectable form 
Europe and Asia, has never been widely 
used the U.S. 

Three Colorado scientists, who did 
preliminary testing with 
say the airborne vaccine ready for in- 
vestigation with 

The scientists, Drs. Middlebrook, 
M.L. Cohn and C.L. Davis, conducted 
their experiments the National Jew- 
ish Hospital and the University Colo- 
rado School Medicine, both Den- 
ver. Their work reported Science 
(Nov. 21). 

Dr. Middlebrook believes would 
possible vaccinate great number 
persons simultaneously, such 
classroom children. 

BCG vaccine, named after the bacil- 
lus Calmette and Guerin, was devel- 
oped France, and first used there 
1921. Since then, more than 75,000,000 
persons throughout the world have been 
protected via the injection route. The 
vaccine considered 80% effective. 


The BCG spray vaccine should in- 
terest workers Hansen’s disease be- 
cause trials BCG preventive for 
have been going several countries, 
particularly South America, for more 
than years. 

“Although the value BCG preven- 
tive measure Hansen’s disease has not 
established, the possibility exists,” 
says the Report the Technical Committee 
Epidemiology and Control the Tokyo 
Congress. 


Signiticant Observance 


“Sixth World Day for Leprosy 
day dedicated concepts 
which THE STAR has long champ- 
January 25. 

The special observance was founded 
Raoul Follereau, President the 
achieve two definite objectives. 
They are: 

“To make sure that sufferers from 
disease) shall treated like any other 
sick people, with full respect for their 
liberty and human dignity. 

“To cure those who are good health 
the fear (which absurd and some- 
times even criminal) which they have 
those who are afflicted it.” 

salute Mr. Follereau for his com- 
mendable efforts. working dilli- 
gently the social aspects the dis- 
ease. These, feel are, not fully 
important the medical aspects, 
certainly more neglected. 

Mr. Follereau distinguished himseif 
the VII International Congress 
Leprology Tokyo, November. 
There, the session Social Aspects 
delivered stirring talk which, 
say the least, humanized coldly aca- 
demic meeting, When the chairman 
that particular session, Mr. T.N. Jaga- 
India, first warned Mr. Fol- 
lereau that his time was shouted: 
“We have devoted three hours rats, 
there time for human beings.” 
There was roar applause and for 
moment the argument 
Some the audience cried “Go 
on!” And, reported Mr. Jagadisan, “Not 
till had performed the unpleasant 
duty ringing the bell more than once 
did Mr. Follereau end his eloquent 
speech.” 

admire Mr. Follereau for his pas- 
sion undertaking the World Day for 
Leprosy Sufferers, 


WHO Memorandum 


Geneva—A World Health 
Organization memorandum directs that 
the objectionable word leper (in all 
languages) henceforth avoided 
WHO publications, accordance with 
recommendations recent Interna- 
tional Congresss Leprosy. This some- 
what belated measure represents 
tial victory for the intensive terminolo- 
campaign waged Stanley Stein 
the Carville STAR, who won the DAM- 
IEN-DUTTON AWARD 1953. THE 
CALL was one 
the first magazines this field adopt 
the policy now approved the WHO. 


From Raphael Brown’s Column “HD 
the World” the Damien-Dut- 
ton Call, Fall-Winter, 1958. 


Noted Pioneer Hansen’s 
Disease Retired LWM 
But Will Carry 


Having reached the age for retire- 
ment set the Board Trustees 
the Leonard Wood Memorial, Dr. 
Windsor Wade Culion, Palawan, 
Phlippines, the Memorial’s pathologist 
and Associate Medical Director will 
reiired March 31, 1959. Upon his 
retirement, Dr. Wade will known 
“Pathologist Emeritus” the Memori- 
al. Dr. Wade will continue live 
Culion, and far possible, will 
continue his work the Pathology 
Laboratory which LWM established 
1931, under his directorship. 

Although the Memorial liquidat- 
ing its interest the pathology lab, 
understand they will leave Dr. Wade 
with such equipment and supplies 
may find useful his continuing 
activities. 

Dr. Wade was one the founders 
and the first Medical Director the 
Leonard Wood Memorial, “for the erad- 
ication leprosy”. constant vision 
and untiring activities, has been 
leader expanding and maintaining 
global basis interest this prob- 
lem. 

Dr. Wade was the recepient the 
1959 Damien-Dutton Award. was pre- 
sented him the Bishop Yoko- 
hama, the opening plenary session 
the Tokyo Congress, recognition 
his this field. 

nod our collective head full 
agreement with the tribute paid Dr. 
Wade the Board Trustees the 
Leonard Wood Memorial: “His accom- 
plishments have been many, his influ- 
ence worldwide, and his friends legion.” 
THE STAR proud counted 


among 
* * * 


ILA Elects 


Dr. Windsor Wade, Culion, Phil- 
ippines, was re-elected president the 
International Leprosy Association its 
meeting Dr. Wade has held 
this position since 1946. Other officers 
were: Dr. Innes, England, Secre- 
tary Treasurer; Dr. Kitamura, Japan, 
Vice-President for the Eastern Region; 
Dr. R.G. Cochrane, England, for 
the Western Region, including Africa; 
and Dr. Fernandez, Argentina, 
for the Americas. 

The ILA, together with the host 
country, sponsors International Con- 
ILA has accepted the invitation 
Brazil the host country for the 
next Congress 1963. 

Change Address 

THE STAR mailed second class 

permit. not forwarded new ad- 


dress. Kindly notify you are moving, 
giving both old and new address. 


Catholic Chaplain Retires 


Successor Arrives 


Right Reverend Abbot Francis Sad- 
lier, O.S.B., has retired resident Cath- 
olic chaplain this hospital because 
ill health. his late sixties. 

called, came Carville February, 
1955 from St. Leo’s Abbey, St. Leo, 
Fla., where was serving 
ter, having retired head the Abbey 
the year before. 

Scholarly Francis will 
niissed Carville. was well liked 
and highly respected patients all 
and had good and kind word 
say everyone made his daily 
rounds. 

this writing Father Francis 
the Lady the Lake Hospital, Baton 
His many friends Carville, 
are praying for his 

Father Francis’ successor Father 
Alcuin Kammer, O.F.M., Cincinnati, 
Ohio. assumed his duties here Janu- 
ary 17. 

Father Alcuin belongs the Order 
Friars Minor, popularly known 
the Franciscan Fathers. The invitation 
take over Catholic duties here came 
from Archbishop Joseph Francis Rum- 
mel New Orleans, was very happily 
accepted the Franciscan Fathers 
Cincinnati. They assigned Father 
cuin the position. 


Louisiana, indeed not even Carville, 
entirely new Father Alcuin. From 
Father Alcuin was charge 
the St. Mary the Angels Parish 
New Orleans, and during that time, 
visited Carville. one occasion of- 
ficiated service the local chapel. 


Experienced Home Manager 
Available 


Mr. Norman Grayford, 
man with over twenty years experience 
the management Hansen’s disease 
institutions, has recently been released 
from service Ghana and available 
for employment home any- 
where the world. One the lay work- 
ers the British Leprosy Relief Asso- 
ciation, Mr, Grayford has served 
institutions Jamaica, Cyprus, Nigeria, 
and Ghana. The government that 
new African nation replacing Euro- 
peans Africans its service. 

Mr. Crayford’s experience extends 
all practical administrative 
volved managing colony for 
patients which lie outside the province 
the doctor: management, organiza- 
tion, recreation, education, etc, 

Roman Catholic, Mr. Crayford 
would prefer serve Catholic mis- 
sion home, but open offers from 
institutions any kind anywhere. 
His address is: Kent Road, Swindon, 
Wilts, England. 


January-February 
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Visiting Doctors Report Hansen’s Disease 


Philippines: The coming almost 
every visitor Carville 
brings more interesting and important 
information disease. 
Among the visitors December 
Dr. Artemio Runez, chief the Cen- 
tral Luzon Sanitarium for Hansen’s dis- 
ease, near Manila, Philippines, and Mrs. 
Runez. 

The two-week visit Dr, Runez fo- 
cused attention Hansen’s disease 
the Philippines. Today some 
cases are under treatment throughout 
that country out estimated 20,000 
cases. Seven thousand cases are 
gated” and some 6,000 cases are under 
outpatient clinics and 
five mobile 

With average 400 new cases 
mitted per year the hospital headed 
Dr. Runez, there discharge rate 
approximately 300 patients per year. 
the parent sulfone, used 
treat most the 2,200 patients the 
Central Luzon Institution. 

The cost figures the Philippines 
show marked contrast the cost 
ures the United States. costs the 
government the Philippines, cents 
day for the care and treatment 
patient with Hansen’s disease. 
United States (at Carville) the cost ac- 
cording the latest figure $18.88 
patient per day. They have non-pa- 
tient employees Central Luzon for 
2,200 patients. Carville has about 250 
employees for 275 patients. 

The patients Central Luzon raise 
their own vegetables, They cook their 
own meals. Rice favorite. 


Our Lady the Star Nursery Tala. 
Central Luzon Sanitarium for HD. The Sis- 
ter nurse weighs one her charges 
months old. None the babies born 
patients with have any symptoms the 
disease. The Franciscan Missionaries 
Mary are charge the nursery. 

Father Anthony Hofstee, O.P., 
former Air Force chaplain, established 
vocational high school for patients 
Central Luzon. Father Hofstee also es- 
tablished nursery there for healthy 
children born the patients. 

Since 1950, which time the nursery 
was established, there have been 
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births. All these were immediateiy 
removed from their parents and placed 
the nursery. significant that 
the 600, not one has shown any sign 
symptom the disease. The children 
are kept the nursery until they reach 
the age five years after which near 
relatives may adopt them. Today, there 
are 200 children still the nursery. 

With every visitor here, the know- 
ledge the exact picture 
disease the world over becomes more 
clear, 


Thailand: Dr. Chinda Singhanet 
Chiengmai, Thailand, must one 
the busiest men the Far East. 
director the McKean Leprosy Home 
near the city Chiengmai, head his 
own 100-bed general hospital 
city, active church worker, and ua- 
recently, was mayor Chiengmai, 
city some 600,000 people. 
tion suspended the national assembly 
and turn eliminated the office 

That sounds like lot work even 
when you say fast. Said slower, 
sounds like even more work. For ex- 
ample, connection with McKean 
home, 550 patients, Dr. Singhanet has 
charge villages where some 4,000 
patients live, and are treated 
cut-patient basis. 

Dr. Singhanet, accompanied his 
wile, came the United States and 
Carville early January while 
world speaking tour. The tour was 
made under the auspices the Ameri- 
can Leprosy Missions and the Commis- 
sion Ecumenical Mission and Rela- 
tions the United Presbyterian 
Churches the United States Ameri- 
ca. They left Thailand Aug. and be- 
fore coming the United States visited 
Japan, Korea, Formosa, and the Philip- 
pines, the East, and Guatemala, 
Panama, Brazil, Argentina 
countries South America, 

Before returning their home 
March, Dr. Mrs. Singhanet plan 
Europe. The tour, concerns itself 
good part with Dr. Singhanet’s church 
work, Since the union 
Presbyterian groups last year, the Thai- 
land church is, through Dr. Singhanet, 
its program the 
churches which sent out missionaries 
years ago. 


presenting the “leprosy program” his 
land the churches visits. The sup- 
port for leprosy work 
comes from the churches calling 

Both the World Health Organization 
and UNICEF work with the govern- 
ment Thailand the program. 
WHO estimated the number cases 
100,000, about one-half percent the 
population being affected. 


Countries 


ment with DDS, the parent sulfone 
going on, 

Singhanet the only physician 
McKean. There are only five non- 
patient workers the staff. About 
percent the total budget McKean, 
comes- from American 
sions. 

The hospital supports itself some 
degree. Patients grow their own vege- 
tables, for example, and any not used 
are sold outside. rehabilitation 
project, there “fireside industry” Dr. 
Singhanet said. This includes wood 
carving, raising silkworms and 
ing. The cloth sold the stores 
the city and Bangkok 
shop which sells other items made 


reunion the Singhanets 


Happy 
and the Elders, old friends from Thailand 
days met Carville after quarter 
century. 


McKean also cares for 
children born patients there. The 
children were taken from their parents 
birth and placed special home 
school. Dr. Singhanet noted that 
the years this work has been going 
on, not one child has ever developed 
the disease. Mrs. Singhanet, who 
registered nurse, charge the 
children. 

Although Dr. and Mrs. Singhanet 
came from distant land, they were 
not total strangers here. They have been 
Carville’s Chaplain and Mrs. 
Carl Elder, for about years. Rev. 
and Mrs. Elder were Thailand for 
eight years where was head the 
seminary Chiengmai. World War 
interrupted the Elders’ stay Thai- 
land, 

Dr. and Mrs. Singhanet were house 
guests Chaplain and Mrs. Elder dur- 
ing their week’s visit January. They 
had last seen each other the pier 
Lorenzo Marques Portuguese East 
Africa while being exchanged under 
agreement between the warring nations. 
Dr. Singhanet was then returning 
Thailand from the United States where 
had been studying the Johns Hop- 
kins School Public Health. 
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New Virus and Tissuc Lab 


Hawaii May Solve 
Hansen’s Disease Riddles 


Some the riddles Hansen’s dis- 
ease may solved new virus and 
tissue lab being established 
grounds Hale Mohalu, Hansen’s dis- 
ease center Pearl City, 
near Honolulu. The lab will begin op- 
eration early 1959 pending the arriv- 
Dr. Kissling, chief the Virus 
Unit the Public Health 
Service Communicable Disease Center 
Montgomery, Ala. Dr. Kissling will 
loan the Territorial Depart- 
ment Health for approximately one 
year during which time will help 
set the laboratory. will as- 
sisted Albert Oda, Dept. Health 
microbiologist. All laboratory 
are under the direction Dr. Max Le- 
vine, Chief Bureau Ter- 
ritorial Board Health. 

interview with the Honolulu 
press, Dr. Levine said, “We never have 
been able grow the organism which 
found Hansen’s disease. hope 
the tissue culture technique will enable 
to.” 

the organism can 
grown, then will tested healthy 
the disease, Levine said. 

Recognition the fact that man 
being affected such serious diseases 
poliomyelitis, fever, dengue fever, 
typhus fever and various types influ- 
enza and sleeping sickness, which are 
due virus and rickettsia infective 
gents, was important factor 
The lab expected make provision 
for rapid detection these serious 
pathogenic agents. also anticipated 
that the techniques found use- 
ful for growing viruses may make pos- 
sible the successful cultivation the 
organism presumed responsible 
for Hansen’s disease. 

The Hansen bacillus clearly evident 
first organism reported (1874) the 
etiological agent specific disease 
man, but unlike other pathogenic or- 
ganisms, which were identified later, 
has not been grown tissue culture. 


Blood Reserves for Kalaupapa 


Thirty-five members the 25th Avi- 
ation Company and its attached units, 
Schofield Barracks, Honolulu, donated 
blood recently the Kalaupapa blood 
bank account. (Kalaupapa Settlement 
the Island Molokai the Terri- 
tory oldest institution for 
Hansen’s disease.) This doubled the 
blood reserve for the Kalaupapa (Han- 
sen’s disease) patients among whom 
are veterans, Most the time the 
blood needed for the 226 patients 
and discharged patients for conditions 
other than Hansen’s disease. 


Lou’s Views 
Note. this column, Louis Boudieaux, STAR Staff writer gives his 
views the local scene. comments here on: 


Treatment Old and New 


Through countless generations man 
has searched vain for specific cure 
for this old illness ours, but can 
thankful that throughout the world 
today man continues his determined 
and are encouraged the 
great advancements made medical 
recent years. 

sure, admire the will and 
determination those whose persever- 
ance remains unshaken through the 
years, despite repeated failures, but let 
not forget give due recognition 
the thousands upon thousands hu- 
man guinea pigs who 
subjected themselves the innumera- 
ble experimental treatments. 

Patients have had their spirits shat- 
tered time and again, after having been 
bolstered overrated premature 
reports miraculous cures. have been 
patient this hospital for nearly 
twenty-five years, and can recall quite 
few the experiments tried here. 

not wish create the impression 
that there was always mad rush 
take every concoction that was intro- 


particular experimental treat- 


ment, and the medical officer charge 
would agree try it, albeit reluctantly. 

When patient’s physical condition 
declines does his morale. 
Perhaps that why some patients have 
been known secretively contrive their 
own experiments. 

One such experiment was not 
ing and secretive. consisted tea 
brewed from willow bark. addition 
daily sweat baths the stifling heat 
dormitory attic, the patient was re- 
quired drink several tall glasses 
this potion. The only thing that this 
treatment seemed have affected was 
large number willow trees front 
the reservation, which remained bare 
their bark for long time. 

Even during this gloomy era, when 
the march medicine was universally 
siow, the hospital staff here tried many 
types treatment such dyes, various 
vaccines and even fever therapy, but 
Chaulmoogra Oil and its derivatives, re- 
mained the treatment choice for 
more years than most patients care 
remember. 

was during the years 1940 and 
that many patients here met their 
loo. Dr. Douglas Collier, Ameri- 
can Missionary Siam, had used the 
Diphtheria Toxoid there, and some 
patients here took the treatment. The 
mad rush for the Toxoid began 
Dr. Collier lectured 
here, and showed movie slides 
tacular improvements patients else- 
where had attained. Those who 


survived that ordeal will long remember 
the grim misery those days. was 
the unanimous decision the local 
medical staff after the treatment was 
discontinued that was productive 
good and fraught with danger the 
patients. 


About the same time that Diphtheria 
Toxoid was booted out, Dr. Guy 
Faget, Medical Charge, was 
introducing Promin. Patients were 
bad way and the dressing clinics were 
crowded, but somebody’s prayers were 
surely answered, for was soon dis- 
covered that the therapeutic value 
Promin was real, and not imaginary. 
There was living proof all around us, 
Then 1943, Diasone was introduced 
and the potency this sulfone com- 
bating Hansen’s disease was 
lized. 


During the year 1946 the number 
patients discharged from this hospital 
arrested cases more than doubled 
the average for the ten-year period prior 
sulfone therapy, and the number 
deaths was less than half the average 
the 


Since the advent the sulfones and 
the introduction the so-called miracle 
drugs, many them have been given 
wial with the hope finding cure 
HD. Included this group are the 
various antibiotics, and drugs which 
have been found successful the treat- 
ment tuberculosis, sister under 
the skin”. Many these drugs, while 
not arresting the disease, have been 
tions, but was the two sulfones, Pro- 
min and Diasone, which had become 
the treatment choice, and have re- 
mained this day. longer did 
Chaulmoogra Oil rule the roost. was 
discontinued here 1947. 

course, thankful for the 
sulfones, but would foolish 
think that more effective drug 
longer needed, that one could not 
found. Such drug may exist todav, 
and need only tried. 

Our laboratory staff growing, and 
plans are under way step the re- 
search program this hospital. 

specific for Hansen’s disease wouid 
more than cure physical illness, 
would also eliminate much the fear, 
ignorance, which for 
centuries have been harder for 
patients bear than the illness itself. 


Change Address 
THE STAR mailed second class 
permit. not forwarded new ad- 
dress. Kindly notify you are moving, 
giving both old and new address. 
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Congressman from Indiana and 


His Lady Come Calling 


During their tour the hospital, Con- 
gressman and Mrs. Denton spent some 
time the laboratory where Dr. George 
Fite (center) Chief, Laboratory Branch ex- 
plained the stepped-up research program. 


The visit here December 
Indiana Congressman Winfield Den- 
ton and Mrs. Denton, had all the ear- 
marks “old home They met 
Sister Laura Stricker, Carville pharma- 
cist, who hails from the Solon’s home- 
town Evansville, and whose uncle 
good friend the Congressman. They 
renewed acquaintance with Sister Vic- 
toria Valdes, the local nursing 
who had attended Mr. Denton after 
surgery St. Mary’s Hospital Evans- 
ville, October, shortly before she was 
reassigned duty Carville. 

Rep. Denton serves the Appropri- 
ations Committee. This committee has 
with appropriations for the 
partment Health, Education, and 
Welfare under which Carville, Pub- 
lic Health Service Hospital functions. 
Naturally, the Congressman was keenly 
interested everything that was going 
here, and the blueprint what 
come. Dr. Johnwick able 
salesman and has definite product 
sell. The Congressman bought, 
was enthusiastic over what saw and 
heard. also conferred with Dr. Davi- 
son, Rehabilitation Chief. 

Mr, Denton said accord with 
the announced objectives the hospi- 
tal, particularly that objective which 
charges this hospital, “to fulfill the re- 
sponsibilities thrust upon com- 
bination the fact that the United 
States has achieved world leadership 
medicine and that this the only lep- 
rosarium the continental United 
States.” 

Since the visit came shortly before 
Christmas, Rep. and Mrs. Denton saw 
rehearsals the Christmas play 
part their tour the hospital. 

Mrs. Denton, very gracious lady, 
was just interested her legislator 
husband. She said, 
ning come here for eight years. 
finally made it, and I’m glad did!” 
Carville are glad too, Aside from 


col, 
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Criswell and his crystal ball have 
done again. (Since his work has not 
yet earned him world-wide reputation, 
let say that Criswell professional 
prognosticator who, from his home base 
Hollywood, peddles his opiate 
dreams newspapers syndicated 
column called Predicts, 
Accurate Glimpse the 


his most recent take off 
called leprosy, appearing the New 
York City Enquirer, the Bridgeport, 
Conn., Post, etc., etc. (Nov. 1958), 
Criswell predicts that new medical 
plan drawn President Eisenhower 
will change the age old fear leprosy 
presenting all disease new light. 
“The mentally ill 
will given new human rights, and 
this will one the greatest advance- 
ments when the history the 20th cen- 
tury written! short cut will 
found minister the needy and the 
cutting all red tape will the order 
the day!” (He’s got all figured 

Criswell says, are six million 


from col. 


the pleasure having them with us, 
well for Carville make many 
friends possible, especially friends 
who are high placed Cong. Denton. 
Mr. Denton serving his fifth term 
attorney, and .before going Con- 
gress, had three terms the Indiana 
Lincoln Sesquicentennial Commis- 
sion. Cong. Denton veteran 
World Wars and II. member 
the Veterans Foreign Wars and 
the American Legion, and was 
ticularly pleased learn the work 
being done here the Legion and its 
Auxiliary and the Forty and Eight. 


Sure-Fire Predictions 


registered patients who are suffering 
from leprosy and spite all the 
ainazing 20th century wonder drugs, 
still the increase.” 

the number registered cases, 
believe this sheer guess work, and 
uot reliable figure. Six 
mated cases would more like it. 

doesn’t take crystal ball figure 
that Criswell wrong his state- 
ment about the disease being the in- 
crease. The disease probably the 
decrease and the difference that with 
more effective drugs and the trend 
compulsory segregation, more 
people are coming into the open today 
and seeking treatment than dared 
few years ago. 

“All nations treat leprosy patients 
with inborn cruelty which has not 
tory,” says the soothsayer. 


has really got short circuit his 
present-telling machine here, because 
government public health 
cles away from cruelty and misunder- 
standing almost all the world and 
certainly the United States. 


“The more kindly patients are treat- 
ed, the more quickly they respond 
treatment and remove themselves from 
the burden the taxpaying citizen,” 
says Criswell. Our only comment that 
certainly didn’t take genius fig- 
ure that one out. 

another bold statement, says, 
“As the years roll like great black 
oxen (catch the poet him) are 
realizing more and more that preventa- 
tive medicines are needed before the 
iliness occurs and that will prove 
the keynote our success the years 
come your incredible future.” 

short, Criswell favor pre- 
ventative medicine. And who not? 

The predicting business hazard- 
ous one. witness, consider Criswell’s 
prediction 1955 that federal lep- 
rosarium would built near Phoenix, 
Ariz, early 1956, because so-called 
leprosy was, said, the increase 
that area among both the Indians and 
the whites. 

All this was much stuff and non- 
sense, but was widely publicized, and 
when THE STAR (December 1955) 
challenged Criswell, stuck 
guns. Now don’t have take up- 
say that was wrong, 
because the years have proven it. There 
federal leprosarium anywhere near 
Phoenix. 

hope that next time Criswell gets 
out his crystal ball and fires the 
pipe, will predict something un- 
likely that the sun will rise the fol- 
lowing morning that blue birds will 
continue blue. That way won’t 
anyone. won’t help anything, 
course, but won’t hurt. 


For 
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American Legion Auxiliary’s National Rehabilitation Chairman 
Calls Visit Carville Day Long 


One Carville’s most charming vis- 
itors, and very important one, came 
just the old year was drawing 
ciose. 

The visitor, Mrs, Alexander Gray 
Brownsville, Tenn., chairman 
the American Legion Auxiliary’s Na- 
tional Rehabilitation Committee. Un- 
der Mrs. Gray’s leadership are 11,847 
volunteer workers 171 Veterans Ad- 
Hospitals and 236 other 
hospitals. 

Mrs, Gray arrived Louisiana Dec. 
and was met the Baton Rouge 
Mrs. Bessie Walsworth, Lake 
Providence, Louisiana Dept. President, 
ALA, and Mrs. Hattie Dayries, Baton 
Rouge, past Area rehabilitation chair- 
man and past department president who 
that occasion represented the 
Spann Unit 188 Carville. 

The purpose Mrs, Gray’s visit was 
determine the Auxiliary’s projects 
here are sufficient meet the needs 
the patients. The projects Mrs. Gray 
surveyed are the gasoline fund, which 
gasoline for Sunday rides 
round the countryside for groups 
patients the Legionmobile, upkeep 
the car, etc.; guest fund, which pro- 
vides emergency fund for board and 
lodging patients’ relatives (needy 
cases) visiting here; and the activities 
fund, which provides the where-with-all 
for community parties and other special 
events sponsored the ALA through 
the local unit. 


o 


American Legion Auxiliary Visitors 
r.) Mrs. McCormick, Mrs. Gray, Mrs. Wals- 
worth, Mrs. Leson, Mrs. Flynn and Mrs. 
Dayries. 


Mrs. Gray, Mrs, Walsworth, and Mrs. 
Dayries spent the day here Dec. 30, and 
were joined three outstanding Aux- 
iliary leaders Louisiana, Mrs. Gladys 
Leson, .Gretna, National Executive 
mitteewoman, Mrs. L.L. McCormick, 
Destrehan, Department Carville Chair- 
man, and Mrs, John Flynn, New Or- 
leans, Department Chaplain. 


The party was officially welcomed 
Dr. Edgar Johnwick, Medical Officer 
Charge, and was taken tour 
the hospital Chaplain Carl Elder 
and Mrs, Aline Stribbling, President 
the local B.L. Spann Unit 188. Their 
first stop after the official welcome, 
however, was informal gathering 
with members B.L. Spann Unit 188 
and local Legionnaires. Mrs. Gray and 
Mrs, Walsworth installed the local 
new officers. 


Mrs. Gray (right) hands the gavel Mrs. 
Stribbling, President the local B.L. Spann 
Unit 188, American Legion Auxiliary. 


Carville liked Mrs. Gray first sight. 
She attractive brunette with 
genuine natural friendliness about her, 
which comes through even her voice. 
One feels that she has warm persona! 
interest people, and that the rehabili- 
tation work the Auxiliary capa- 
ble hands. 

Mrs. Gray veteran three de- 
cades service her organization. 
During this time she has established 
distinguished record achievement. 
She has served president the Dept. 
Tennessee, past national vice 
president, Southern Division, 
year was chairman the Child Wel- 
fare Committee. The previous year she 
led the National Junior Activities Com- 
mittee. 

Mrs. Gray has some definite ideas 
the nature her work. The expressed 
aims the rehabilitation committee 
are three-fold: service the hospitals, 
service the community 
through education, The group’s hospi- 
tal program has been called one the 
best examples democracy action. 


for service the community, Mrs. 
Gray says that “upon every Auxiliary 
falls the responsibility help- 
ing the veteran recently discharged from 
the hospital re-establish himself 
community valued citizen.” 


THE STAR’s Liaison 
“Steve” McCormick and Mrs. Gray give the 
journal the once over. Through its Past 
Presidents Parley, the Auxiliary sponsors 


sustained drive promote subscriptions 
THE STAR. 


Representative 


great importance the 
this hospital the committee’s pro- 
gram education. Aside from the com- 
efforts educate the public 
and the organization’s own 
the needs the disabled veteran, 
program also carried out combat 
the fear working with tubercular and 
patients, and erase the stigma 
so-called 

all phases rehabilitation,” Mrs. 
Gray says, will called upon for 
many services during the year. have 
grave responsibility great task 
caring for our disabled veterans but 
with strength, determination 
will meet today’s challenge reha- 
bilitation.” 

Mrs. Gray spoke her visit this 
hospital day will long 
and said, “As forward with 
work, will comforting thought 
know that have many friends 
Carville.” 
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Where From Here 
(cont’d from page 


their clinical symptoms are gone? 
thirty-two patients left the 
tal continue their home 
under medical supervision, course, 
and with permission the Health Dept 
the state which they reside. 

Actually, this keeping with in- 
ternational trends the management 
Hansen’s disease, Medical 
ties recognize that sulfone 
duces infectiousness. Says the report 
the Technical Committee Epidemiol- 
ogy and Control the Tokyo Con- 
gress, “The period hospitalization, 
should only sufficient 
negative smears should not 
quired. From the epidemiological point 
view more advantageous re- 
duce infectiousness patients 
than eliminate infectiousness 
few.” 

Carville become research and 
training center? There trend 
this direction, too, especially since Dr. 
Edgar Johnwick became Medical 
ficer Charge. New funds are being 
appropriated for research and new per- 
sonnel assigned for that purpose. 

There are seeming contradictions 
the trend toward research, however. 
Carville become research center, 
where are the patients come from? 

January 1959, the dwindling 
patient population was only 271 and 
this number cases are considered in- 
active, the remaining 174, all but 
comparatively small number 
tive tests from time time, showing 
that they are their way recovery. 
Just complete the statistics, might 
whose cases were pronounced 
during 1958, only left the hospital,20 
elected stay here, but that another 
problem, problem not exclusive 
Carville, but the same true hospi- 
this kind throughout the world. 

known that there are more cases 
outside Carville than inside. Health 
authorities the three endemic states, 
Louisiana, Texas and Florida, well 
New York, California and some other 
states, are under certain conditions, per- 
mitting cases that not want 
institutionalized, treated home. 

What happens Carville is, 
course, directly related what happens 
Hansen’s disease, rather what pro- 
gress made research pertaining 
the disease. 

There always the possibility, more 
likely probability, even more 
fective and faster-acting drug than the 
sulfones becoming available. This would 
another factor the answer 
“Quo vadis, Carville?” But even from 
the progress that has been 
far, evident that Hansen’s disease 
going out-patient clinics and 


1959 


understand has been suggested 
that patients brought from the other 
Americas Carville for definite periods 
treatment. This would involve com- 
plications but would provide “fresh” 
subjects for the 
gram. 

Still another possibility for the Car- 
ville the future would hospital 
for treatment and research, not only 
Hansen’s disease, but for tropical and 
sub-tropical diseases and for diseases 
which resemble Hansen’s disease, such 
sarcoid and syringomyelia. Such cen- 
ter would afford excellent opportuni- 
for study differential diagnoses 
and might lead some significant find- 
ings. Further, would keeping 
with the new trend integrating Han- 
sen’s disease into general Public Health 
programs. Under such 
called leprosy would considered 
simply disease, and not the disease. 

Perhaps there answer, pat 
solution, this time goest 
thou, but two things are cer- 
tain, from all this, which may times 
seem be, contradictions. First, 
there will changes here, (there have 
already been and not all them 
will welcomed the entire patient 
body. Many the old-timers could 
leave the hospital they chose 
so, but prefer live out their days here. 
Change will not welcomed many 
them, for other reason than 
change calls for departure from the 
comfort the well known. However, 
there are other reasons, other factors, 
particularly where patients 
era are concerned. 

But, secondly, and more 
there now being woven through the 
fabric Carville one 
are going ahead. Although the di- 
rection does not always seem 
clear, THE STAR for one, has com- 
plete confidence the leadership 
Johnwick. Since took over about 
two years ago, the accent has been 
positive attitudes. has taken the 
tiative gradually junking certain 
traditions which Carville has for 
been steeped, and feel that 
when possible chart clear, un- 
mistakable course,-he will so. 


Statement the Principles Work 
Carville 


Institutions grow old and get senile dis- 
eeses and become somewhat useless their 
age. They need revitalised. Even 
Carville should take new look itself. 
The hospital becomes focus for study 
the disease, museum specimens. There 
are many causes leprosy besides the bac- 
terial must study the reaction 
host and parasite all directions. 
cured patient not cured until re-accepted 
his family and community. Carville has 
take note these other factors: will 
study all these inter-related components. 
The medical officer will study bring Car- 
ville into its new inclusive role and bring 
the changes without Leprosy 
Review, (BELRA), Jan. 1959. 

Dr. G.L. Fite, U.S.A., the Tokyo 
November, 1958. 


Visit Here 


Mr. and Mrs. Crowther took time out 
scan the latest issue THE STAR during 
their recent visit Carville. 


Crowther New York, who be- 
came president the Leonard Wood 
Memorial July 1958, visited Car- 
ville, Jan. 29-50, what turned out 
tion. learned about Carville, which 
had never visited before, and 
learned several important news items 
relating the Memorial. 

Although Mr. Crowther 
been associated with the Memorial, 
had firsthand information Car- 
ville and the visit here, which Mrs. 
Crowther accompanied him, 
tended correct that condition. 

don’t know how much bene- 
fited from the visit informationwise, 
but THE STAR learned considerable 
from him. The biggest news brought 
was that the Research Laboratory 
the Memorial’s Department Bacteri- 
ology and Immunology, charge 
Dr. John Hanks, Harvard Medical 
School, Boston, moved from 
Harvard Johns Hopkins School 
Medicine, Baltimore. 

Another item special interest was 
that the Memorial will continue 
support the International Journal 
Leprosy for least another year, There 
had been some question the Memori- 
al’s ability continue this support, but 
Mr. Crowther’s information 
rest that issue for least the moment. 

Dr. Windsor Wade, will continue 
editor the Journal and will con- 
tinue live Culion, Philippines, 
though retiring March 31, the 
Memorial’s pathologist. Dr. Wade will 
given such editorial assistance 
needs continue his editorship the 
Journal, Mr. Crowther said. (For more 
news Dr. Wade, see page this 
issue.) 

Although new the presidency 
the Memorial, the only organization 
this country devoted exclusively 
research Hansen’s disease, Mr. Crow- 
ther served LWM’s comptroller, 
part-time basis for years. left 
the executive directorship the Near 
Fast Foundation accept 
very active way. 
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Birthday Surprise 


Portrait Mom Miller. 


“Mom” Miller Shreveport, La., 
hard woman surprise, but this year 
THE STAR staff hopes spring one 
this lively woman the occasion 
birthday which she will cele- 
brate Feb. 16. 

The surprise oil painting 
“Mom” talented STAR Staffer 
was done from 
graph. 

The painting, think very good 
likeness, done subdued yet intense 
colors and was strictly 
duction-that is, painted and framed 
here. 

“Mom”, who Mrs. V.I. Miller, 
still younger than springtime even 
81. attribute her apparently eternai 
youth the fact that she interested 
other people, especially the patients 
activity which felt the patient body 
here her yearly 
This past Christmas she sent more than 
100 gifts patients here, all which 
she, herself, gaily wrapped 
boned. 

Since the patients here like 
the giving end often possible, 
“Mom” will doubtless get virtual 
shower cards and other greetings 
from Carville, February 16. 

Happy birthday, “Mom”! 


Brotherhood Action 


Brotherhood Week, observed nation- 
ally Feb. through 22, becomes more 
than hollow ritual when some the 
fine examples true brotherhood 
action that have encountered are 
called mind, 

The most recent our knowledge 
involves the Ottawa, Chapter 
the American Leprosy Missions, Inc., 
inter-denominational Protestant group, 
which recently sent check for $100 
Father Thaddeus Mudry, the resident 
Father Baromasia Mission Station 


India. The Illinois group sent 
the money Father Mudry after its 
president, Mrs. Esther MacMillan, 
Round Lake Beach, read le.ter 
from Father Mudry THE STAR, 
whose editor the Jewish faith. 

Everybody got into the act except 
the poor heathen, and they will too, 
when they swallow the DDS (sulfone) 
which the money will provide. 
number years, Father Mudry, T.O. 
R., has received suppor: from THE 
STAR and some our readers, 
project call “Sulfones 
The project makes possible for Father 
Mudry purchase new drugs for 
among the Santals, natives 
area which serves. 

Clearly this incident, the lines 
sectarian interest were transcended. 

marking Brotherhood Week here 
(Feb. 15-22), the Point Clair Lions 
Ciub co-operation with other 
tients’ organizations will sponsor 
cial program the evening Feb. 
18. The speakers that occasion 
representative the three great 
faiths. They will include Wade Mackie, 
Service Committee; Rabbi Mar- 
vin Reznikoff, Liberal Synagogue; Rev. 
Robert James, Negro Presbyterian Min- 
ister, all Baton Rouge, and 
resident chaplains, Father Alcuin Kam- 
mer and the Rev. Carl Elder. 


Partying Carville 


FIESTA-The predominantly Latin 
hospital loves fiesta, and they, well 
other patients enjoyed gay evening, 
Feb. when the local Club Mexico 
Social entertained with dance cele- 
brate its 29th anniversary. The Carville 
Caballeros, patients’ orchestra, played 
and the evening was enlivened 
ish songs and duets and the “Jarabe 
Tapatio” (Mexican Hat Dance). 


tients from South Louisiana that start- 
the Mardi Gras celebration 
hospital many years ago. Today, 
one the most eagerly anticipated 
events the social calendar. 

Sponsored the Patients’ Federa- 
tion and other local groups, the carni- 
val ball Feb, 10, was ruled over 
King William (Dobbs) and his 
The king elected popular 
vote, and chooses his queen. The 
queen was vivacious Julia Rivera. She 
wore white nylon tool ballerina length 
gown. Her train blue velvet was 
elaborately embroidered sequins. 
quartet dukes and duchesses, all 
regally robed, added the picture. 
Jesters covorted Baton Rouge 
chestra played for dancing, following 
the traditional court ceremonies. Ball- 
room decorations carried out 
ern Jamboree” theme. The next issue 
THE STAR will carry pictures 
“Carnival Carville.” 


Louisiana Medical History 


Published LSU Press 


The Rudolph Matas History Med- 
icine Louisiana, the first volume 
comprehensive two-volume work, was 
recently published the Louisiana 
State University Press, Baton Rouge. 
Edited Dr. John Duffy, associate pro- 
fessor history LSU, the History 
sponsored the Rudolph Matas Trust 
Fund which was created Dr. Matas 
insure the writing the history for 
which began collecting materials 
more than years 

The first volume traces the medical 
history the State from colonial days 
the first quarter the century. 
volume discusses early 
herbs, and botanical remedies, etc., and 
there chapter titled “The Leprosy 
Hospital.” This chapter (Section 
Chapter XII, 259-265) was, 
course, special interest THE 

records that the first mention 
the disease came the 1760’s when 
Ulloa, the first Spanish governor, 
tablished isolation settlement Ba- 
lize, miles down the river from the 
city New Orleans. There barely 
reference Balize. The “leprosy hos- 
pital” that the chapter tells the most 
about was the one built 1785, the 
outskirts the city, Almonester 
(Don Andres Almonester Roxas). 
monester donated the hospital and 
the Cabildo (city council) 
The hospital had separate quarters for 
whites and negroes. those early days, 
now, there seemed have been much 
confusion the diagnosis so-called 
leprosy and evidently many cases were 

The San Lazaro Hospital, Almon- 
ester’s hospital was called, was closed 
1804 after medical consultation 
physicians certified that the five 
patients isolated there, all negroes, did 
not have the disease. The city council 
put the property for rent. The chap- 
ter winds controversial note 
that “the physicians New Orleans 
could find cases the years follow- 
ing 1804.” 

Volume the History will, 
doubt, begin with the second quarter 
the 19th century and will probably 
record the establishment the “Louisi- 
ana Leper the State 1894, 
present site the U.S. Public Health 
Service Hospital Carville. 

Dr. Rudolph Matas New Orleans 
(1860-1957) was one the nation’s 
most distinguished physicians 
geons. had special interest Han- 
sen’s disease and when THE STAR is- 
sued its special edition (November- 
cember 1954) commemorating the 60th 
anniversary this hospital, got 
with Dr. Matas. then 
Dr. Matas made several excellent sug- 
gestions for the edition which 
followed through, 


January-February. 


: 
a 4 
i 
J 
Ce 
<>. 
4 
q = 
| 
¢ 


Carville Patients Form Amateur Radio Club 


While traveling this luxurious trailer, 
Ely Primeaux, Alexandria, keeps 
direct contact telegraphy and voice with 
many friends around the world. The Collin 
S/Line Model amateur radio equipment 
his modern Alladin’s Lamp. Primeaux drove 
over from Alexandria for the meeting here, 
Jan. 19. This photo, the trailer shows 
Schneider, Tom Morgavi, Ely Primeaux and 
John White. 


“Few hobbies couid venture- 
some and fascinating for patients 
for patients would hard beat. 
bit the outside world 
brought Carville, and Carville 
presented the outside world. Conver- 
sation would flow freely, ideas would 
ished.” All this and more was said 
article that appeared the July 
1947 issue THE STAR, under the 
caption, “Why Need Amateur 
Radio Station Carville.” few pa- 
tients were interested then, but the idea 
did not catch though there were oc- 
casional follow-ups later issues, from 
patients Kalaupapa, Settlement 
the Island Molokai, Hawaii, who 
were ham operators and they wanted 
see station get going here. 

Several weeks ago Robert Michael, 
Recreational Supervisor, suggested am- 
ateur radio the patients and, after re- 
ceiving the nod approval from local 
higher-ups, contacted Charles Schneider 
Baton Rouge who made several trips 
Carville along with Lynwood Kirk- 
patrick, Bill Owens and John White, all 
members the Baton Rouge Amateur 
Radio Club. These men are assisting 
interested patients obtaining their 
novice licenses. addition, they loaned 
the newly organized radio club two 
training oscillators, keys, earphones, 
visually handicapped learning code 

group eight patients, headed 
Joe Ruano, really have the bug. They 
now have their own club room and the 
recreational supervisor has helped them 
set shop fine fashion. Every 
day continuous flow dots and dash- 
from the oscillators may heard 
coming from the club room. 
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January 19, the Baton Rouge 
Club met here. Bob Michael extended 
greetings and introduced Dr. Edgar 
Johnwick, Medical Officer Charge, 
aud Dr. Augustus Davison, Chief Re- 
habilitation. The group brought along 
two transmitters and receivers, one 
portable, the other mobile, and made 
contact with Radio Amateuts 
tients with the operation. was evi- 
dent after brief quiz theory that 
the patients had progressed rapidly, and 
was thought that some were already 
advanced enough take the novice ex- 
aminations, successful, the next step 
would, course, amateur radio 


station here, operated our own hams. 
The meeting abounded good fellowship 
and genuine zest for this marvelous hob- 
by. Visitors attendance were Tom Sis- 
trunk, K5IJH; Charlie Schneider, K5DMA; 
John White, Lynwood Kirkpatrick, 
Father Chris Springer, K5JHY; 
Collins, W5UQK; Brumfield, 
Pete Braud, K5BOD; Jack Shel- 
ton, W5IQM; Robert Stracener, 
W5PKY; R.C. Pinkerton, K5PRP; George 
Gelpi, K5RGI; Jay Washaner, 
Ronnie Matherne, Melba Coleman and 
George Walter, all Baton Rouge; and 
Tom Morgavi, W5FMO; Helen Morgavi, 
XYL, Metairie, La.; and Ely 
Primeaux, W5EGU, Alexandria, La. 


Favorite Recreation Spot 


Improved 


There have been some improvements 
made Lake Johansen the grounds 
this hospital. The recent planting 
many young live oak, yews, and various 
evergreen trees was the first step the 
lakeside landscaping plan and min- 
now pond was constructed nearby 
provide ready supply live bait, 

But the biggest and most important 
task was the extermination the fish 
population for the purpose restock- 
ing. This was done January 28. The 
frigid water was not the most effective 
temperature for the job, but more than 
the required amount rotenone con- 
centrate was applied the lake water 
for the kill. For several days countless 
dead fish various size and species ap- 
peared the surface the water and 
were removed. 

about three weeks the Bureau 
Wildlife and Fisheries will restock the 
lake with 20,000 blue gill. The young 
fish are expected spawn this spring, 
and this summer about 2,000 bass fin- 
gerlings will introduced. 

The improvements made, for the 
Most part, were based recommenda- 
tions Verne Davison, Southeast 
Regional Biologist for the Soil Con- 
servation Service. Mr. Davison, brother 
Carville’s Dr. Augustus Davison, was 
here December and met with group 
patients and staff. 


THE 


Trick Shot Golfer Instructs 
and Entertains Large Crowd Here 


Paul Hahn shown swinging mean 
club the local links. 

Paul Hahn reputedly the world’s 
greatest golf trick shot artist provided 
enthusiastic Carville audience Jan. 
28th, with splendid golf clinic and 
series trick golf shot that astounded, 
amazed and delighted. 

was brought here Henry 
Thomas, City Park, New Orleans, who 
lias been serving Carville’s golf pro- 
fessional for nine years. 

Hahn, who formerly played the 
professional golf circuit has been the 
subject several motion picture shorts 
which have been shown world wide 
and booked months advance 
give special clinics and exhibitions 


throughout the country. 
* * * 


Major Leaguers Participate 
Session Hot Stove League Here 

had million dollars worth 
baseball talent here Feb, when 
Carville’s good friend Harold 
Wendler, trainer for the Los Angeles 
Dodgers, who makes his winter home 
Baton Rouge, brought group Major 
Leaguers meet with local fans. It’s 
“Doc’s” annual custom this dur- 
ing the Kids Baseball Clinic Baton 
Rouge, the project that brings the 
players Southward, and what treat 
provides! The visiting 
cluded: Gene Stephens, Boston Red 
Soxs; Bill Dickey, Baseball Hall 
Fame, New York Yankees; Cal McLish, 
Cleveland Indians; Paul Foytack, De- 
Tigers; Roy Sievers, Washington 
Senators and Lee Ballanfant, National 
League Ump for years. 
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PASSING 


The American Legion Magazine, 
national publication, gave 
vorable mention its January 1959 
issue. The story Robert Pitkin, 
which Carville was mentioned was de- 
voted the American Legion Louisi- 
ana. notes how the early 1920s the 
Legion first became interested this 
hospital and how through the work 
Legionnaires all levels humaniza- 
tion here was brought about. 

Many have said that they got their 
notions so-called leprosy (and al- 
most every instance mistaken ideas) 
Sunday School. Today, Sunday School 
lessons are going before 
wholesale syndicated newspaper col- 
umns. One outstanding example 
erroneous and unfortunate lesson 
column which appeared November 15, 
under the by-line Newman Campbell. 
read the column the Strouds- 
burg, Record and Titusville, Pa. 
Herald. 

discussing how Chris: healed the 
sick, Campbell memtions man 
afflicted with leprosy”. Christ did not 
fiee from the and was 
not terrorized this virulent 

The teacher then proceeds mention 
the Leonard Wood Memorial 
American Leprosy Missions organi- 
zations which are dedicated the eradi- 
cation this “foul 

first place, so-called leprosy 
not virulent disease. (It chronic 
disease and does not run rapid 
course.) Secondly, 
nate adjectives reference Biblical 
leprosy are made apply the disease 
mistakenly called leprosy today. 

This serves reflect again, THE 
STAR’s contention that long the 
disease today saddled with the old 
Biblical name, there will always this 

speaker, who the basis few 
hours spent Carville has become 
authority the disease, told meet- 
ing Rotary club northern city 
great many things about the disease 
unknown scientists who have spent 
their lives research. said the germ, 
which causes so-called leprosy, works 
and down the skin like termites 
wood and that good skin grafted over 


diseased sections leads cure. 

The speaker also delivered 
the observation that the first symp- 
tom “flat white spot”. 

urged mankind devote his en- 
ergies fighting germs rather than each 
other. agree with this, but 
step would urge mankind 
fight misinformation either get- 
ting right saying nothing. 

Ann Landers, who writes syndicat- 
advice column (Chicago Sun Times; 
Miami Herald) deserves pat the 
back for fine job done column 
early December. 

reader had written her asking 
how keep her children from playing 
with the children next door who fre- 
give her children -diseases. 
keep praying the neighbor kids 
leprosy polio because they did, 
our kids would surely get too.” 

Miss Landers’ reply was 
She said: “Stop worrying about leprosy. 
Chances for the neighbor kids getting 
are very slim. Leprosy one the 
least contagious all diseases.” 

Dr. Howard Rusk, writing for the 
New York Times December issue 
gave account the International 
Conference Social Work which was 
held Tokyo. 

otherwise very informative col- 
umn, Dr. Rusk says, “the most exciting 
rehabilitation effort Hong Kong 
the leper colony, Hai Ling Chau, situ- 
ated small island hour from the 
main island.” 

Dr. Rusk apparently aware 
that the word objectionable 
because does great harm nourish- 
ing the popular misconceptions about 
the disease. respectfully call this 
his attention the hope that will 
join our efforts see the word 
abandoned. 

The Sheyboygan (Wis.) Press 
commended for its annual campaign 
raise funds for the American Leprosy 
Missions, The Press has conducted such 
campaign since 1929. Each year, the 
distributes piggy banks 
various business where 
customers may donate they wish. 

the beginning, the newspaper con- 
ducted thoroughly sensational cam- 
paign, but after the harmful effects 
such campaign were called 
attention THE STAR, staff mem- 
ber came Carville see first hand 
the disease and how treated. Since 
then, think, the informative publici- 
connection with their campaign 
possibly does much good one re- 
spect the money does another. 

Alaska, the nation’s newest state, 
apparently becoming interested Han- 
disease. story the Sitka, Alas- 
ka, Sentinel, tells talk heard the 
women the Lutheran Church. 

regret say that some the in- 
formation which the speaker was 
quoted, error. the other hand, 
much was information are glad 
see 


Alaska may new state the 
Union, but newcomer THE 
STAR. Our 1957-58 circulation figures 
showed there were subscribers 
Alaska, all members the 
American Legion Auxiliary. 

Our former Ger- 
trude North Bellmore, 
Long Island, New York, never misses 
oportunity protest misinformation 
the press about so-called leprosy, 
use the dirtier word Jack 
Altshul, Newsday, Garden City, Long 
Island, received such protest from 
Mrs. Hornbostel for item 
Heads and Tales column (January 29, 
1959) Yankee management doesn’t 
watch out, the ball players are liable 
get angry that win this year’s 
pennant games and make the 
Stadium look like home for lepers.” 


Such references this, are course, 
painful Hansen’s disease patients and 
ex-patients, and Mrs. Hornbostel did 
right protest, but for every writer 
one attempts correct, six seven 
similar references, like weeds, spring 
elsewhere. Writers for such words 
“leper” and “leprosy” because they car- 
with them associated ideas 
ings, and they capitalize the emo- 
These connotations are too deeply em- 
bedded the language changed, 
but the medical world could, they 
would abandon their use, just they 
have done the case “consumption, 
lunger, lunatic,” 

“We have had many newspaper arti- 
cles and pictures the newspaper which 
mention Delta Zeta’s work Carville, 
but our favorite feature Beth 
Mohr which appeared the San Diego 
Union, January 1959.” writes Del- 
Boren from San Diego. Miss Bo- 
ren, Public Relations Chairman Del- 
Zeta, enclosed copy the story, 
and agree with her, was construc- 
tive publicity. course was, much 
the material contained came from 
STAR. addition, the article 
carried authoritative medical statements 
Dr, Askew the San Diego 
Public Health 


* * * 
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Report the Technical Committee Social Aspects Leprosy 


Seventh International Congress Leprosy 


The increasing hopefulness medical 
treatment for leprosy and its consequences 
greatly enlarges the range the social 
aspects the disease. Until modern treat- 
ment became available social wheth- 
right wrong, outstripped medical at- 
tention. Today, medical advances will yieid 
their full advantages only where there are 
parallel advances social attitudes, Should 
these lag behind, then the great gains 
chieved patient research will griev- 
ously diminished their practical effect. 
There therefore urgent need empha- 
size the increased social obligations and 
opportunities which arise both for the com- 
munity and the individual sufferer from 
leprosy this present time. Far from medi- 
cal advance reducing social responsibility 
affords fresh challenge engage 
constructive activities match and take 
them. 

general the Resolutions the Madrid 
Congress 1953 upon Social Aspects 
Leprosy are endorsed, but the more recent 
advances medical and orthopaedic work 
necessitate fresh emphases and some 
new approaches, order exploit these 


Right Social Attitudes 


Right social action must based 
rational attitudes. Now that 
eas2 capable both prevention and cure, 
and also one which amony the least con- 
tagious communicable diseases, the ef- 
fort communities faced with leprosy 
social problem should similar that 
which makes relation other dis- 
eases. Leprosy only one disease among 
others, and should not regarded differ- 
ently. Our chief aim should destroy 
the notion that leprosy disease apart, 
always requiring specialized services. For 
the ultimate solution the social problems 
leprosy the general social worker must 
become more and more interested, and such 
welfare services are open for others 
should made available leprosy pa- 
tients and their children, consistent with 
health considerations. 


Early Diagnosis and Treatment 


first principle social action must 
make early diagnosis and treatment 
vailable the widest scale consistent with 
efficient work. sufferer should de- 
barred from the right avail himself 
proper medical attention. There there- 
fore need urge the private practitioner 
and public health authorities make treat- 
ment available the earliest possible stage 
the disease. areas high endemicity 
and low economic standards the establish- 
public health authorities. patient should 
need await the stage when de- 
formed, the disease highly active, before 
feels that anything can, should, 
done about his care. such areas public 
authorities may act useful cooperation 
with social agencies, but the ultimate re- 
sponsibility for action must rest upon 
government and upon the patients them- 
selves. Once early diagnosis been 
achieved should urged upon the suf- 
ferer that his duty cooperate re- 
ceiving the regular treatment made 
able. does not yet appear have 
sufficiently emphasized with certain not- 
able exceptions that the early patient has 
duty the community cooperating 
with the efforts made his behalf. 


Preventive Work 
(a) Home 


Side side with diagnosis and treat- 
ment while the patient lives home there 
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Tokyo, Japan 
Nov. 12-19, 1958 


should the development preventive 
werk through proper teaching means 
protection, where protective action 
required. 

This teaching may conveyed 
variety ways, but always requires psy- 
chological understanding the people con- 
cerned, that enlightened co-operation 
received, and barrier resistance built 
up. Simple teaching all schools will 
useful for the future, and should under- 
teken through Education Departments 
themselves being properly informed. But 
village education must come nearer the 
home than the school. Intensive education 
the public, patients and their relatives 
should undertaken side side with 
mass treatment work. 


(b) The Children 


Every effort should made keep 
children leprosy sufferers their own 
normal surroundings, but cases where 
they find themselves cut off 
parents relatives because they are re- 
ceiving hospital care, they may need 
provided for. such circumstances there 
social obligation save these children 
not only from leprosy but also any 
form institutional living which might 
wounding their self-respect. 
While therefore there are likely situ- 
ations where good home care willing 
relation not possible, everything possible 
should done give the child good 
start Sometimes special preventoria 
are well run that stigma attached 
the children them; but where there 
any danger this should the aim 
place children general boarding schools 
kindergartens. What essential that 
they should not treated children who 
are any way different from others. 


Institutions 


recommended that where Govern- 
ments still enforce policy compulsory 
segregation, this should totally aban- 
special cases sanatoria and hos- 
pitals, when they keep abreast with pre- 
sent medical knowledge, still have useful- 
ness, but they should placed vol- 
untary basis, and should organized 
that they prepare patients for rehabilita- 
tion soon possible. 

every such institution most im- 
portant maintain the patients’ self-re- 
spect encouraging him become 
partner the activities the establish- 
ment and engage gainful and thera- 
useful occupations. 

Where economic want the part 
provision, social assistance should 
provided such way that provides 
active and happy life possible with- 
the limits imposed the consequences 
the disease. 


Legislation 


Where special leprosy legislation 
force, based mistaken understanding 
the disease, there great need urge 
governments repeal this legislation and 
use the normal procedures public heaith 
regulations which apply the case 
diseases over notification, though be- 
public prejudice still persists such 
notification should confidential. There 
may certain instances even need 
protect the leprosy sufferer law from 
discriminatory action. 


Rehabilitation 


The advances orthopaedics have 
made possible for many patients hitherto 
regarded chronic cripples trained 


for gainful employment occu- 
pations, provided proper attention paid 
the care hands and feet. Such patients 
and ex-patients have obligation co- 
but they will require social as- 
sistance training, employment and other 
care. All agencies which can help, whether 
governmental, commercial are 
challenged this changed situation 
render the help they can give. Specially 
trained recovered patients can used 
after-care programmes, step itself 
serving means rehabilitation. 

Together with rehabilitation there should 
more attention paid the prevention 
deformity. Emphasis this will reduce 
continuation its problems, and mass 
treatment units endedmic areas shouid 
make this integral part their work. 

all this work psychological rehabilita- 
must forgotten, and consequently 
every endeavour must made restore 
patients the normal life the communi- 
ty. most important that healed pa- 
tients should live normal 
ditions rather than form separate groups, 
receive them friendly way. 


Education 


effective leprosy work often best 
engaged where general publicity min- 
this makes proper education the 
public all the more imperative. Medical 
students particular should receive 
struction the social aspects leprosy 
well the medical ones. Moreover the 
responsibility more favoured peoples to- 
wards the less, and governments and 
the medical profession act constructively 
where leprosy presents problem, must 
strongly emphasized and hoped that 
the Council the International Leprosy 
Association may able prepare con- 
sidered statement for the attention gov- 
ernments and public bodies concerned. The 
authority such statement upon the 
social responsibilities created our pre- 
sent knowledge leprosy and the meas- 
ures required both patients and the 
public would carry powerful weight and 
should stimulate national-wise and ener- 
getic action. 


Members the Technical Committee 
Social Aspects Leprosy the Tokyo 
Congress were: Mr. Jagadisan, Myla- 
pore, Madras, South India, Chairman Mr. 
Jagadisan Organizing Secretary Hind 
Kusht Nivaran Sangh (India Leprosy 
sociation); Dr. Felix Contreras Duenas, Ma- 
drid, Spain- Dr. Contreras Medical Di- 
rector Colonia Sanitario San Francis- 
Borja, Fontilles, Spain; Dr. Hem- 
erijckx, Polambakkam, Manderandegam Ya- 
luk, Madras, India; Donald Miller, 
London, England- Mr. Miller General 
Secretary the “Mission Lepers”, Lon- 
don; Mr. Raoul Paris, France 
Mr. Follereau President the Order 
Charity (L’Ordre Charite); Dr. Oza- 
wa, Japan, and Mrs. Eunice Weaver, Rio 
Janeiro, Brazil- Mrs. Weaver pioneer 
worker the field Social Aspects. 

Mr. Jagadisan, Dr. Contreras, Dr. Hemeri- 
jckx and Mr. Miller were members the 
Social Aspects Panel, entrusted with study- 
ing the subject for about year preceding 
the Congress. The others were added the 
Technical Committee the Congress and 
was this committee that prepared and 
presented the report given above. 

our opinion, this report, except for one 
significant omission, the best its kind, 
come out International Congress 
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Leprology. Instead dealing glittering 
generalities, gets down brass tacks 
with some very meaningful statements and 
important 

The significant omission which re- 
fer that the report contains specific 
reference the Resolution adopted the 
Fifth International Congress Leprology, 
(Havana, 1948) and reaffirmed the Sixth 
Congress (Madrid, 1953) which recommend- 
ed, “That use the term ‘leper’ 
nation the patient with leprosy aban- 
doned.” However the report does state, “In 
general, the Resolution the Madrid Con- 
gress 1953 upon social aspects leprosy 
are endorsed...” and one could take this 
sort endorsement the Resolution 
terminology adopted Havana and Ma- 
drid, but certainly not very strong en- 
dorsement. 

is, however, understandable, that the 
report the Tokyo Social Aspects Commit- 
tee should avoid definite mention the 
the Change the Words 
and “Leprosy” unanimously adopt- 
the two previous Congresses, since the 
mented any extent, and the Con- 
gress itself did not adhere to it. 

have been told that the odious word 
“leper” appeared papers read the 
Tokyo Congress, and considerably 
bandied about during discussions. much 
se that one delegate, and only one, to our 
disappointment, rose protest, saying that 
the International Leprosy Association, co- 
sponsor the Congresses, had Made little 
progress “abandoning” the word, which 
the ILA itself had supposedly put inter- 
national disrepute. Paradoxically, one mem- 
ber the Tokyo Social Aspects Committee 
represents organization which perpetu- 
ates use the offensive word flaunting 
title. 

The Chairman the Social Aspects’ Com- 
Jagadisan, himself former pa- 
tient ,considers the word “leper” offensive, 
unless has changed his mind. once 
wrote “What need with this word 
not find less offensive equivalent for it, 
but complete disuse it. People should 
cease vse the word because can well 
without this offensive word.” 

Apparently the VII International Congress 
could not “do without” the offensive word, 
nor will ever for the pa- 
tient, long the traditional misnomer 
“leprosy” retained for the disease. This 
should now clear all sincerely and gen- 
interested humanizing the prob- 
lem, since the first effort retain the par- 
ent word,, and its offspring goes 
hack 1931. that year, the Leonard Wood 
Memorial-sponsored Manila Conference, 
which the present “International Leprosy 
Association” was formed, was 
the agenda and resolutions were adopted, 
one reading part, matter some im- 
portance was the decision endeavor 
eliminate the word ‘leper’ writings and 
conversation regarding the disease the 
word ‘leper’ carries with definite social 
avoided and ‘cases of leprosy’ or ‘sufferers 
from leprosy’ substituted.” 

should also noted that most the 
publicity in the Tokyo newspapers concern- 
ing the and the Associated Press 
Releases the offensive word. But 
the newsmen are not to blame as the Con- 
gress itself did not set very good example. 

Shakespeare said for us, “Oft expecta- 
tions fails, and oft where most 


* * * 


“As long ‘leper’ used, too little pro- 
has been made, None can 
deformed but the unkind.” Dr. Giffen, 
Omaha, Nebr., from discussion Profferred 
Papers, Social Aspects Panel, Tokyo. 


Sometimes STARdust more dust 
than STAR, but this time have 
lot stellar information pass 
the reader. 

For example, group women from 
Hammond and Ponchatoula, La. visit- 
the hospital some time ago, and 
upon dropping THE STAR offices 
were loaded down with copies our 
magazine. 

The visitors were Mrs. James Perin, 
Unit No. 47, Ponchatoula, who 
sixth district president; Mrs. Walter 
Lovel, Hammond, Unit 156; and Mrs. 
W.B. Treadway, Ponchatoula, Unit 47. 
Their picture take THE STAR 
pressroon appeared the Hammond 
Sun along with story about the 

Mrs. Lovel wrote shortly after the 
visit say that she placed copies 
THE STAR the city’s school 
libraries and the city library. “All 
the librarians were pleased.” 


* * * 


Raymond and Carmen Kline, Kan- 
sas City, Kansas, who visited here not 
long ago, have talked Carville every- 
one who will stand still for them. Mrs. 
Kline spoke Carville and what she 
learned here before the Rehabilitation 
Conference the American Legion 
Auxiliary, Department Kansas, meet- 
ing Junction City December, Mrs. 
Marilyn Warner, Mulvane, 
ranged for Mrs. Kline the pro- 
gram, also arranged for 100 copies 
THE STAR distributed the 
session. THE STAR also sent along 
picture display the hospital. 


* * * 


Yolanda Fugate, editor the 
California American Legion Auxiliary 
News, informs that the Corte Ma- 
dera, Calif., Unit, which she 
member, keeps all copies THE STAR 
and the end the year has them 
bound and places them 
library, This, think fine idea. 


* * * 
Our good friend Maurice Pender 


New Orleans, Cheminot Nationale, 
grand chef Louisiana takes every op- 
portunity speak good word for 
STAR and its efforts. the na- 
tional promenade Atlantic City 
1957 and agin 1958 Chicago, Mau- 
rice was the program. Much good 
has come his ‘alks. 

Walz, sous chef chemin fer 1959, 
(National Vive Commander) Lynn, 
Massachusetts, who placed pictorial 
disply Carville the lobby the 
hotel which his state’s grand promen- 
ade was Walz got the necessary 
pictures through Pender. 

Paul Howard, who has been appoint- 
the Grand Voi ure Michigan has writ- 
ten for information the present 
circulation his state and expressed 
desire increase that subscription fig- 
ure. The STAR’s entire circulation 
Michigan 379 and that figure, the 
40&8 responsible for 301. wish 
him every success his efforts in- 
crease Michigan’s already good 

Charles Layman, grand directeur 
activities, Pennsylvania, 40&8 wrote 
grand voiture’s publication, which 
urged the group continue its 
port THE STAR. are grateful. 

Mrs, Laura Houpt, director health 
education the Houston, Harris Coun- 
ty, Texas, health unit, has received 100 
copies THE STAR which she re- 

Mrs. Houpt wanted distribute the 
material nursing students in- 
tercouncil meeting the hospital. 
hope the material sent suited the 
purpose. 

Marjorie Kingery Lanark, re- 
gram Hansen’s disease members 
her Cherry Grove Church. THE 
STAR furnished slides and reprints 
Dr. Cochrane and Chaplain Elder’s pa- 
pers. Miss Kingery, registered nurse, 
was duty this hospital for four 
months 1953, one the PHS 
nurses taking training course here. 

* * * 

parapharse fine old expression, 
word fitly spoken sometime snowballs. 
least that what happened when 
Mrs. Jack Bilz Dexter, Mo., heard 
talk meeting the Women’s 
Society for Christian Services War- 
saw, Ind. 

Mrs. Bilz heard talk Carville 
Mrs. Nell Neal and was impressed. Since 
Mrs, Bilz was responsible for similar 
program her home town she wrote 
THE STAR for some back issues. 

always, were glad our bit 
spread the word and sent 
the material requested. This one 
kind snowball would like see 
become landslide. 
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Appreciation Unbounded 


The past Community 
Christmas party may not 
news the world this late date, but our 
appreciation still very warm and 
never too late say thank you the many 
friends who helped make the party pos- 
sible. Besides, know which side our 
bread buttered. There will another 
party next hope! 

Various groups throughout the country. 
the Disabled American Veterans Auxili- 
ary through their National Senior Vice Com- 
mander and Carville Chairman, Mrs. 
ence Green Mich., were gen- 
erous contributors. They included: 
Alley Cats (fun organization the 
DAVA), Mrs. Dorothy Long Beach, 
Calif.; Alley Cats Drgout No. 140, Battle 
Creek, Mich.; Auxiliary No. San Leandro, 
Calif.: Loretta Downey, Dept. Adju- 
tant, San Francisco, Calif.; Mrs. Mildret 
Taylor, Dept. Commander, San Jose, Calif.; 
Cora Chamberlain, Denver, Colo.; Gloria 
Carter, Denver, Colo.; Harold Heap Auxili- 
ary, Joliet, Auxiliary No. 19, East St. 
Louis, Auxiliary No. 24, East St. Louis, 
No. 53, Logansport, Ind.; 
Auxiliary No. 27, Hammond, Ind.; Auxiliary 
No. 17, Hammond, Ind.; Past Presidents 
Ind.; Past Commanders Club, Wichita, Kan.; 
Past Commanders Club, Battle Creek, Mich.; 
Mrs. Genevieve Knapp, Dept. Adjutant, Hot 
Springs, Dak.; and Auxiliary No. 17, Wen- 
achee, Wash. 

The American Legion Auxiliary Unit 
Rockford, sent check and there was 
personal contribution from Miss Ethel 
Lowe, Delaware Co., Pa. 

course, THE STAR party had the back- 
ing the Forty and Eight. The Voyageurs 
said with contributions and co-operation. 
The contributions came from: Alfred 
Damasek and friends, Voiture New 
York, Voiture No. 762, Overland Park, 
Kan.; Voiture No. 47, Los Angeles, Calif.; 
Voiure 120, St. Joseph, Mo.; Grand Voiture 
New York, Lisle Wagner, 
Grand Comm, Intendant, Ossining, N.Y. The 
co-operation came from Voiture 340, Baton 
Rouge, headed their Chef Gare, Fred 
Hansen. The Voiture furnished refreshments 
and the Voyageurs were here person 
serve them, with large assist from mem- 
bers Nicholson Unit 38, American Legion 
Auxiliary, headed Mrs. Claylia Kelly. 
Unit President, Mrs. J.C. Galey, Unit Re- 
hab Chairman, Mrs. Dora Hitzman and 
others. 

Imagine baking batch homemade 
cookies for several hundred people, but that 
what the Crowley. La., American Legion 
Auxiliary Unit does for THE STAR party 
each year. There nothing 
this project, either. The Crowley 
Unit, 137 miles from the hospital, sends 
cookies. Cookie carriers for the past party 
were Mr. and Mrs. Edward Daily and Mr. 
and Mrs. Leonard Walters. 

Kelly Rand New Orleans, was our pro- 
co-ordinator, and Max Fetty Baton 
Rouge, emceed the big show. Kelly and 
Max are old friends Carville and they 
rate our Starry thanks, the enter- 
tainers from New Orleans, Baton Rouge and 
Donaldsonville. 

forgotten home. giving credit where 
due, applaud our Point Clair 
Lions Club.It took the local Lions three days 
and nights decorate the 
room the Ree Hall. But what beautiful 
they did! Their artistic handiwork 
served not only background for THE 
STAR party, but for all other parties 
the Ballroom, during the holidays. 

The Christmas to-do here, course, 
rot confined the party alone. THE STAR 
staff distinguished and almost extinguished 
itself with Christmas doings. The disstaff 
side the staff, headed our energetic 
managing editor, Mary Ruth Broussard, act- 


Santa Claus’ delivery boy for the 
Campbell Soup Co. girls Chicago, who 
under the leadership Miss Mae Fitz- 
gerald, send gifts Carville patients each 
Christmas. this instance, they sent 134 
for women and for men, and 
THE STAR staff delivered them. 

The staff also busied itself delivering 
gifts veterans and members the Ameri- 
Legion Auxiliary. The gifts themselves 
came from the DAVA through Mrs. Florence 
Green, Kalamazoo, Mich., who, personally 
shopped for individual gift named 
each recipient. 

The five dozen smart sport shirts sent 
Mr. and Mrs. L.E. Bankson Shreve- 
port, were delivered 
staffers the most deserving 

Staffers were not, however, moving 
fast that they were not themselves seen 
Santa. always, Mom Miller Shreve- 
port, sent individual gift each mem- 
ber. addition this, basket fresh 
and crystalized fruit was sent Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas Bandurraga Arcadia, 
Calif. The DAVA came through with box 
stogies and box candy. The men 
and women members the staff divided 
that loot the obvious way. 

Having gotten behind the partying 
during the Christmas rush, THE STAR 
staff will catch with celebration 
the rress room February when the staff 
sits down box dinner fetched from 
outside catering service. 


People Like Show People 


While playing several Army 
Hawaii during holidays, 
George Liberace and his troupe flew 
land Molokai where they gave show 
for the patients. “Brother George” de- 
clared, “It was one the most dramatic 
moments life. They’ve done won- 
with the disease and the people live 
normal lives, The sang ‘Aloha’ 
left and never forget long 
live.” 


FOR 


SEE WRITE US, WHERE 
PLEASURE SERVE! 


Your Box our Teller’s Window 


Checking Accounts 
Savings Accounts 
Christmas Savings, Loans, 
Deposit Boxes, 

Bank Money Orders, 


Travelers’ Cheques 
* * 


Let know any way can 
serve you any time 

* * 

LOUISIANA NATIONAL BANK 


BATON ROUGE 


Each His Own 


Christmas, like many other occasions 
here, international affair. Each 
year, representatives from the Chinese 
Presbyterian Church New Orleans, 
come Cerville with gifts and treats 
for the Chinese patients here. 


The group Chinese visitors was lead 
the Rev. Dayton Castleman, minister 
the Chinese Church, seventh 
from left. Others the group were, left 
right, Pat Hew, Sophie Newcomb College 
junior physics, Bobby Hoy, former jet 
pilot and graduate student Tulane Uni- 
versity, Charles Chang, associate worker 
the church Taipei, Taiwan, Tien- 
Tseng, Tsou Formosa, research worker 
the Louisiana State University Medical 
School, Yin Wong Shreveport, deacon 
the church and final year medical stu- 
dent LSU, Miss Grace Yao, director 
Christian Education the church who ar- 
rived from Hong Kong April 1958, Rev. 
Castleman, Mrs. Alfred Hew, whose hus- 
band pathologist the Hotel Dieu, and 
Mrs. Yip Jung, church leader. 


The cliche the contrary 
standing, group Greeks bearing gifts 
are welcomed Carville each year. 
This group from the Hellenic Ortho- 
dox Church Holy Trinity, New Or- 
leans, the oldest Greek Orthodox church 
the United States, perhaps the 
Western Hemisphere, and represent the 
Greek Orthodox Youth Association, 
scmetimes known GOYA. 


Welcoming the Greek group Carville’s 
Protestant Chaplain, the Rev. 
der, second from left, who always greets 
groups such these holiday visitors. 
his right the Rev. William Gaines, pastor 
the Hellenic Orthodox Church Holy 
Trinity. Others, left right, are Argie 


Chryssoverges, Beatrice Kyame, Jeannette 
Kyame, Mary Tragelis and Mary Gabriel. 


Both groups bring gifts 
with their compatriots. 


ase = 
i 
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was happy read THE STAR that 
Carville plans epidemiologic study. 
this the most important job done 
the field. know little underlying 
and perhaps causative factors. And until 
do, how can hope improve ef- 
forts control? 

THE STAR can important job 
getting patients, families and friends 
cooperate epidemiologic studies. This 
place where light really needs shed. 

Louisiana and not Minnesota? Why 
still spreading rapidly parts 
Dutch New Guinea, and unknown other 
parts? These are some the questions 
that are crying for answers. 

Norman Sloan, M.D. 
Honolulu, T.H. 


Dr. Sloan enclosed subscription re- 
newals THE STAR with his note. has 
long been his custom underwrite num- 
ber subs each year for libraries and 
other groups. Dr. Sloan now associated 
with the Territorial Board Health’s can- 
cer program. one time was medical 
director the hospital Kalaupapa, 
Molokai and this day maintains ac- 
many medical men who, although they may 
agree with everything that THE STAR 
has say, still gives large measure 
support. 

agree with Dr. Sloan epidemiologic 
study most important particularly 
such studies lead early case finding and 
prompt treatment. Families and friends will 
cooperate field studies are carried 
with tact and understanding, but unfor- 
tunately this has not always been the case, 
especially some areas outside Louisi- 
ana. 

course, THE STAR will cooperate 
have always tried the past.—Ed. 


* * * 


received copy your journal “THE 
STAR” (Vol. 17, No. 3, 1958). 

Since consider your mailing THE 
STAR reply our letter Jan- 
uary 1958 and indicate that you are 
agreeable the idea exchanging jour- 
nals, we, our part, ordered the regular 
mailing your address our journals 
Zdorov’ye (Health) and Sovetskaya Medit- 
sina (Soviet Medicine). 

V.M. Mikhaylov, M.D. 

Director 

Ministry Health 

State Central Medical Library 
Moskva G-69 Ploshchad’ Vosstan- 
iya, 


The exchange on. Dr. Johnwick 
terested and through his cooperation, some 
the Russian journals are sent Wash- 
ington for 


* * * 


THE STAR. look forward and enjoy 
every issue. 

able report very encouraging 
The other day Scripture class, 
the priest instructor charged each student 
with the personal responsibility eradicate 
the odious term leper from all sermons 
along with the reference leprosy rela- 
sin other stigma. gave good 
explanation the meaning the word 


leprosy occurs the Bible and why 
has correlation with the disease 
known today and was known the 
days when the Bible was written. think 
made good impression those preseni 
because was from recognized authori- 
tative source. 
May God bless you all and your work 

this coming year. 

John Bergwall 

Maryknoll Seminary 

Maryknoll, N.Y. 


The seeds new degree progress are 
being sown They will bear 


* * * 


the staff for making THE STAR such 
interesting, and the same time, such 
educational paper. While living Cuba 
was confronted with the pathetic con- 
dition the sufferers from dis- 
ease, much resulting from the ignor- 
ance and superstition people general. 
admit that the time first contact 
with the disease was just ignorant, 
but fortunately not prejudiced. Luis Moreno, 
patient the hospital San Luis Jagua 
Cristo, Oriente, Cuba, advised 
THE STAR. only wish that 
more people would interest themselves 
the truth about Hansen’s disease, and 
know better source for learning than 
through your fine publication, THE STAR. 

E.F. McLean 
Duke Station 
Durham, N.C. 


* * * 


former patient the E.C.S. but 
row the full time worker the Protestant 
church group here. Time and again, was 
invited attend church conferences out- 
side but refused and speak because 
was afraid would embarrassed once 
was known that was suffering from 
sen’s disease. That was, however, before 
release. Then lately, was again invited 
attend another conference and given the 
privilege one the speakers for the 
daily morning devotionals. After much 
devotional talk, spoke which most 
the delegates appreciated. 

The next annual conference will 
February, 1959. decided go, God 
willing, and given another chance talk, 
would like give another talk the 
subject again Hansen’s disease. But 
need materials. That why writing 
you request your help. Will you please 
send copies your various reprints? 
possible, send good number for 
share with the ministers and workers 
our conference. 

Luciano Bacarro 
Eversley Childs Sanitarium 
Cebu City, Philippines 


* * 


The copies THE STAR you sent 
are circulating around the campus. fact, 
had hard time keeping them home 
that while everyone knew leprosy, very 
few had ever heard the term Hansen’s dis- 
ease. Almost everyone thought the disease 
was highly contagious and that the fingers 
and toes always dropped off. was very 
happy able clear these miscon- 
ceptions. 

Lillian Bushnell 
Lindenwood College 
St. Charles, Mo. 


* * * 


You may sure that take every availa- 
ble opportunity stand your cam- 
paign remove the feelings, prejudices, 
and emotions held general the unin- 
formed public about Hansen’s disease. 

very recent letter from daughter, 
Anita Vissia, R.N.M., who charge 
segregation village Lupine, Ni- 
geria, informed that early December 
168 patients the village and out-pa- 
tient clinics had been discharged “symp- 


tom free”. 

The Nigerian government now segre- 
gating only those Hansen’s disease patients 
who have the infectious type and normal 
type living with rehabilitation pro- 
gram provided for them. 

So, appears, that Nigeria, soon be- 
come independent country, has taken 
wholesome attitude and doubt, other 
countries, are will, the same. 

So, keep the good crusade against 
misunderstanding and ignorance regarding 
Hansen’s disease. 

Mrs, Vissia 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 


* * * 


just back from sherry party the 
Vicarage, and find that all such occa- 
sions privilege talk about HD. 
evidently expected so! find 
great pleasure talking about HD, be- 
cause have indeed something say. 

find that people are most interested 
Hansen’s disease especially the fact that 
not the Biblical disease. always 
stress the necessity change the name. 

There one aspect this which exer- 
cises mind very much. lose sight 
the word “leper”, shall lose the great 
incentive charitable intentions the 
part the public. People will subscribe 
willingly Hospital”, but they 
would see reason give “Hansen 
Disease Hospital”, unless the whole subject 
were explained them carefully. 

What are views this point? 

Bernard M.D. 
Poppleswell, Crewkerne 
Somerset, England 


Dr. Moiser, 78, retired after years 
service Africa. His memoirs appeared 
THE STAR (Nov.-Dec. 1958). 

The public gives generously founda- 
tions for heart disease, arthritis, polio, tu- 
berculosis, etc., and they are presented 
medical Why not the same for 
Hansen’s disease, humanitarian rather 
than emotional basis? continue 
exploit the stigmatic word “leper” 
raise funds, matter how worthy the 
purpose, the expense truth, for 
which there should 


* * * 


The reprints Rev. Elder’s papers (”Un- 
founded Fears” and “The Community 
the Hurt”) furnished THE STAR have 
cpened many opportunities for dis- 
cuss Hansen’s disease and Carville. 

Because such interest discus- 
sions, requesting least 100 copies 
Dr. Cochrane’s paper entitled “Biblical 
Leprosy, etc.” 

Before finished contacting vari- 
ous organizations including church, 
may need more. The enthusiasm learn 
about Hansen’s disease and about Carville 
far greater than you can imagine. All 
takes someone introduce the subject. 
quite pleased with the response re- 
ceive when the subject brought up. Even 
when disagree with speaker’s reference 
the disease. 

you can spare copies the 
anniversary issue shall happy dis- 
tribue them where they will the most 
good. 

Mrs. Walter Harrison 
Coshocton, Ohio 


* * * 


Let hope that members the 40&8 
who are subscribers will make 1959 ban- 
ler year the number subscriptions 
THE STAR. 

personal pleasure and privilege 
make known you that the 226 sub- 
scriptions our Harbor Voiture 1262 obtained 
during the period July 1957 and June 
30, 1958, placed first place the 
Grand Voiture California percentage 
basis according our membership number. 
And was happy lot chairman 
receiving Bronze Plaque mounted Oak- 
base the Dinner held 
Sacramento. 

Nathan Sommer, STAR Chairman 
Harbor Voiture 1262 
Montebello, Calif. 


January-February 1959 
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The Story Vesterday and 


Located the eastern shore the Carville, La., the U.S. Public Health Service the Department 
Health, Education and Welfare operates Study Center and Hospital community for the treatment and rehabilitation 
patients with Hansen’s disease. Financed entirely through funds appropriated Congress, (budget for fiscal year 1959, 
July 1958- June 30, 1959, approximately $1,900,000), Carville the only place the continental United States where 
person with Hansen’s disease may assured medical care and full maintenance. 

1894 the State opened home for its residents with “leprosy” the present site which was formerly 
the old “Camp The State institution operated home rather than hospital. 

1917 Congressional action charged the U.S. Public Health Service with responsibility for the care and treatment 
Hansen’s disease patients from all parts the United Because World War action this legislative measure 
was postponed for several years. Then committee Public Health Service officers was appointed select suitable site 
for the proposed hospital. Great difficulty was experienced this task. State cared cede territory the Government 
for that purpose. Finaily, the matter was settled purchasing from the State Louisiana January 1921, the pro- 
perty occupied the Louisiana Home. 

Carville’s staff, numbering about 250, consists commissioned officers the U.S. Public Health Service and quali- 
fied employees certified the U.S, Civil Service Commission. The latter include the Daughters Charity St. Vincent 
Paul who came Carville its early days State administration. 

CARVILLE OBJECTIVES TODAY, outlined Dr. E.B. Johnwick, Medical Officer Charge, are: 

give medical and surgical care patients with Hansen’s disease, commonly known leprosy, and record, eval- 
uate and report such experiences order improve the management cases. 

collect and analyze epidemiologic information all admitted cases order that more effective public health 
measures may taken control Hansen’s disease the United States and elsewhere, and maintain liaison with 
States and Territorial Health Departments and Bureaus and Divisions the Federal Government concerned with the 
control Hansen’s disease. 

conduct research Hansen’s disease and its controi and cooperate with government and private agencies 
ducting studies that promise yield information which help control Hansen’s disease. 

disseminate objective information Hansen’s disease, and its public health aspects and control measures 
medical, para-medical and lay groups order balance extreme opinions concerning Hansen’s disease and help put 
effect the measures needed bring the disease control. 

institute and maintain active rehabilitation program, using all existing resources and exploring, developing 
and acquiring new resources motivate and prepare the patient for return his own community outside Carville 
acceptable and contributing member society. 

fulfill the responsibilities leadership thrust upon this hospital combination the facts that the United 
States has achieved world leadership medicine and that this the only leprosarium the continental United States. 

order achieve these objectives, the hospital divided into five Clinical, Laboratory, 
itation, Administrative, and Epidemiology (not yet activated). Together with the Medical Officer Charge, the 
Branch Chiefs form Directorate five, four whom are physicians. 

The Clinical Branch consists seven sections, Medical, Dental, Nursing, Pharmacy, Dietetics, Medical Records and 
Medical Library. 

The Laboratory Branch has five sections, Pathology, Microbiology, Chemistry, Accessory and Animal House. 

The Rehabilitation Branch includes the Chaplains and six sections, Physical Therapy, Therapy, Man- 
ual Arts Therapy, Health Education, Social Service and Special Services (school, recreation, patient enterprises 

The Branch consists sections, Personnel, Financial Management, Buildings and Grounds, Sup- 
ply and Housekeeper. 
The present census this hospital approximately 299 ployment opportunities while undergoing treatment. 

patients, representing broad range occupational, cul- 


tural and social interests and nationalities, 


antly Latin-American. Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 


years after contracting Hansen’s disease. More than half 
the patients now Carville could sit unnoted any pubiic 
gathering. 


General visitors, with the exception those under 16, are 
admitted for guided tours the hospital a.m., and 
p.m. Visitors are not required take any special precau- 
tions, Carville now has more than ten thousand visitors 
Approximately 100 Carville patients enjoy part time but even so: 


* * * * * * * * 


What does the General Public about disease? Unfortunately, the public general knows very 
little about Hansen’s disease. The average person has feelings, prejudices and emotions about this illness rather than 
accurate information. Readers THE STAR, armed with Facts, can help replace emotion with prejudice with 
understanding and falsehood with 

How you and your friends can help-here are some specific ways: 

Correct your friends when they.talk about “lepers” pass misinformation about Hansen’s disease. 

Tactfully correct such expressions “the unclean 

Tactfully correct any statement that connects Hansen’s disease with moral promiscuity. There medical con- 
nection all. 

Write courteous letter any writer, editor, radio television station that uses such cliches “unclean leper” 
“he shunned had leprosy” the like. Protest this insult human dignity and cliche based 
out-dated THIS ONE THE MOST IMPORTANT HELPS YOU CAN GIVE! 

Continued use these old comparisons not only makes harder for the discharged, patient join his community 
also cruel the present patient who hears these phrases. 


| 
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says Many Thanks his many 


friends for their and encouragement 


1958. With your help fine 


*According Webster, star that leads. 


THE PURPOSE THIS PUBLICATION TO: 


Promote educated public opinion Hansen’s disease. 
Furnish vocational rehabilitation for interested patients. 
Encourage and finance social service for needy 


Published bi-monthly patients the U.S. Public Health 
Service Hospital, Carville, Louisiana. 


Please send THE STAR to: 
Name 
Address 

City Zone State 
Subscription $1.00 per year stamps please 


Note Kindly make checks and money orders payable THE STAK 
Mail to: THE STAR, Point Clair Br. P.O., Carville, La. 
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